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Some portions of ‘¢ The 01d and The New Life *" have already appeared
in The Open Court, and through the courteay of that journal I reprint the
section entitled +*The Bociological Funetion of Universitiea. ™

On pages 2% and 30 I have deseribed the unigue course of 8 business
firm whe voluntarily raised the wages of their employes. The case is
stronger in their faver thao I bave there stated it, sinee it is also the pruc-
tice of this firm to divide ten per eent of its profits among ita employes
annually.




The Social Ordeal of Christianity.

BY MORREBON |. SWIFT.

L

Dr. Ernst Barth has written & book of somewhat general interest.*
It is a review of the condition of society, and some hard guestions about
exigling institutions are ssked in it. The prayer, “Thy Kingdom Coms,”
he says, is offered every Bunday in the churches and daily in the schools
and at home. In this manner we have been praying for eighteen hun-
dred years. But when is the Kingdom to come, and where are even the
simplest heginnings of it? The thought must give us shame that even in
Christian countries the socisl requirements laid upon men in this petition
from Christ have received almost no attention. And there is not the ex-
cuse that the powerfal of the earth have opposed the religion that offers
this prayer; they have long been its protectors. Yet when we Jook for the
froite of our religion and consider withal the eococial distress, we must
recogniza that we have not brought it to much more than an empty.. ArTo-
gant word-(hristianity, and that we are not worthy to bear the name of
Christ. 4 )

Are the causes ascertuinable? Consider the poor., What can be
hoped of people eo oporessed with want and care and labor that they have
neither time, repose, nor colleetedness to think of the higher problems of
hirmawity?  Indeed wvne who, year in and year out, in the' midat of erual
distross, can ulli!‘ think about the sganty support of his .l'mni.l.j1 and who
#eas lis children sterve and his wife pine away, will not have much time or
strength to labor for the Kingdom of God. Material things engroas she
attention of those who are prosperous; scholars aud specialists feel the
pressing demands of their profession. Meanwhile human isery, bodily

anil moreal, |mr¥iatﬁ.
® e Reforn der Geselfschhart durch Nenbelebung des Gemendewsssnd in Htaal, Sehule
wied Kircke. wom e, Eviet Harth,
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In the opinion of this writer the saving power is still Christianity, hat

" Christianity knowing that the kingdom of (3od wes tu eome on this earth,

His plan of reform and revitalization proposes no departure from existing
and recepred ground principles,

There is a different view. It may be that not many people are yet
aware that bodies of men and women in New York, Chicago and some
other cities have joined themselves together in the name of w new religion.
Certain it is, at all events, that the import of this action is scarcely appre—
ciated. Where do the leaders of this movemont stand? ¥

In consonance with the opinion already cited they recognize the evils
of the present society as few not sctaally suffering from them have yet
done. They reject, without compromise, the too prevalent thought ‘that
the varying lot of men is ordered by [divine Providence, that the
gocial order which exista with its clesses snd distinctions, has a
Divine sanction.” Thev commit themselves with ahsolute asaurgnes to the
thought ‘that the Perfect Order of things, which OQmnipotence was to pro-
duce for ue in another world, we are ourselves are to creata here’ With
a clearness of eonviction that may well cause our cheap moralitiss 1o
shudder, they give utterance to the deep meaning of human responsibility
now. YA perfect order of wsociety, how cun it ever dawn on the earth,
Bave ®8 man sets his heart upen it and determines that it sball Le®™
The present age *is not inclined to accept the order of human life as
it is, but to try it and test it by a thought of what it ought to be, to see
whether it meets the wants, the righis of human beings and of @/l human
beings; and it i miyhtily inglined to helieve, too, that the satisfaction of
these wants and the doing justice to those rights, need not be delayed to n
future world, hut may be undertaken here, and that by no other power
than ourselves.” z

To this task Christiznity is unequal. Protestantism * his not given us
any new faith such as the world wants.™ ¢TIt has reemed to regard moral
ilealism nas nrlnust&d in the statemoents of the Sermon on the Moant.
CAnera of soccial righliﬁ:}usness is the want of the world, and this is what
Protestantiam has not g'i.\re_n ns, what it has npp\nrehﬂ_\' had no aim of gi'l'v
:'Ing us. ' And the re]ig‘inn that declares these pr'in(,:ip]es fetters itself to no

* The f'lowiog guotatioos are from two prioted leciores of Mre W M. Balier, of Chicaga.
entltled “Why Unitarianism Thwes not Satiefy Us. ™ snd “The H-IIFEI nnd Fuiinre of Protestaptiem.*
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theology. Its last and deepest utterance is: “Perfect ireedom for the
mind, a rightecus life rather than any creed, and the worth, the sacredness
of human beings. * ' ;

Thus from twe very different sides we find & recognition of the great
wronga existing in society, und of the inadequacy, hitherto, of the efforts
of rll orgaunizations for lifting mankind. They agree no further. One
awsits help and conquering life from & reanimated Christienity; the other
will work new veins of moral inspiration.

There are many, no doubt, who view the Ethical movement as they
would a new-born seet within the eharch. They see in it no great signifi-
cange, To us it is one of the ws.}y-mnﬂm of the time. Tt ia one of the
must decisive expressions of powerfully moving tendencies that we have
yet beheld. It contains ideas to which men muat listen from this time on,
and thai will sooner or later reform conduct. To say the very least ahout
it, it is a protestation against the exaggerated emphasis of ideas that
will every day mean less to men, and that already confuse and mystify in- -
- steed of helping such as thirst after excellence. And iv wonld appear that
the right and abiding attitude toward the movement is not the attitude of
silent indifference, or of condemnation for its standing toward Christianits,
but ageeptance of the hint its mere existence gives, and probing of the
tendencies that brought it into being. And since it does but repeat the
arraignnient of inefficiency against the religion of the day brought by those.
in no sense hostile toit, but holding it as the light of the world, there
remains no release from the constraint of its message,

Tt cannot he deunied that these criticisms of what now passes for
Christinnity disclose the main causesof its weakness. For reasons in part
doctrinal, Christianity bas lost faith in its power to regenerata the world
and its attempts ara responsively feeble. This we say with full recognition
of the nohle efforts of individusle scattéred here and there. It is to
Christisnity a8 a whole that we refer, and its efforts are singularly inade-
guate tothe needs of the day, and wholly out of praportion to ita resourcas,
1t would sppear that the idea of bringing the Kingdom of Heaven upon
earth is not one of the things in which it believes. Those who believe in
the greatness of Jesus declare this perfidy to him. Bat the message of
cheer from the doctrinaries is that the world must gird itself to patience
and wait improvement through supernatorsl interferences of Christ. A
departare 8o gross as thishy dogmatists from the reasonable levelof natural



