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LECTURE L

JoaN i. 18,
“ No man hath sesn God at any time, the only-begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.”

It is worthy of remark that the Church com-
mences her year at the period when the natural
year is computed to draw near to its closc. She
makes the rising of the Sun of Righteousness the
point from which date all her services; thus for-
‘cibly reminding us, that the course of this world
is not her rule or guide. Her seasons, her mo-
tions, her phascs, are regulated by other laws.
Like her Lord and her Head, Jesus Christ, she
is not *“of this world.” The Church is “a new
creation.” 'Time and space enter not into her
conditions; for she is “‘seated in heavenly places
in Christ.” When the Church records the annals
of her creation, she goes to Bethlehem; when she
speaks of the mind and counsels that gave her
birth, she tells of the counsels of eternity. For
the Church was God’s purpose before “the round
world was made,” before * the morning stars sung
for joy."

It was an ancient and goodly custom to have
sermons preached on Wednesdays and Fridays dur-
ing Advent, as well as during Lent; and we know
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2 LECTURE T.

from some of the ancient prayer books, that col-
lects, epistles and gospels were appointed for these
days. It is greatly to be desired that the obser-
vance of this season were more generally followed.

The Church brings the advent of our Lord Jesus
Christ under our notice, in a two-fold aspect, viz.
First, in reference to His coming in humility; and
secondly, in reference to his coming in glory. DBy
the one she reminds us what we are; by the se-
cond she tells us what we shall be. She leads us
to Bethlehem, and there tells us who the child
Jesus is—tells us what the man Christ Jesus hath
accomplished for us; and there she bids us remem-
ber that he will “ come again,” ag * the King of
glo]T--"

Guided thus in our consideration of this subject,
we shall notice, first, the coming of the Son of
God, as the Virgin's child; and next, his second
appearing. And here T would observe, that al-
though we know that there are two advents of
our Lord, or rather two parts spoken of; the one
in hamility, the other in glory,—I say although we
know this from the fact, that the one has taken
place, whilst the other is still a subject of expec-
tation, yet a Jew could scarcely, if indeed at all,
have supposed that this would have been the case.
He could not have known, before the incarnation,
that which we so readily discern, that the advent
of our Lord has two distinct parts. The Old Tes-
tament Scriptures speak only of the coming of the



