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Preface

bis is not a fext-book. It is mot a lreatise om
instrumentation. [ is mol writlen for musi-
cians, nor primarily for students of music, though
the latter may find in it information of some value
to them. This is simply an attempt o give 1o
music fovers such facts about ibe modern orcbestra
as will belp them in assuming am intelligent aiti-
fude toward the contemporancous instrumenial body
and ils performances. ~ The autbor bas endeavored
fo put before ibe reader a description of each insiru-
menf with an ilusiration which will enable bim to
identify ifs fone when next beard 'in the delivery of
the passage quoted. Some account of the distinclive
nature and functions of the strings, the wood, the
brass, and the percussion instrumenis bas been given.
With this account go band in band some remarks
on fthe development of methods of scoring. The
reader will no! find such bistorical maiter in any
olher book with which the present writer is acquainied.
Neitber will be find anywhere else a bistory of ihe
¥k



