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PREFACEL

i

Tuese Lessong are intended to be used at whatever
age it is thought best for children to begin the study
of the Bible, They have beer tried in my own
Sunday School by scholars from ten to seventeen
years old.

The plan must be left te explain, and, if possible,
justify itself. I will only say that the general iden
was to take up simply the salient points of the Old
and New Testameants, without coufusing the scholar’s
mind with such details a3 have no necessary bearing
on the progress of events. The sulject haz been
treated biographically ; partly, because the young
mind is more interssted in porsons than in abstract
ideas, partly, because the whole Bible really grew
out of individeal thought aud life,

So far as the form is eoncerned, it will be under-
stood that tho Notes are intended to supply the
scholars with the material needed for shaping their”
ANSWATH, tlmugh on no account to be commilted to
mamory by them ; while the References are for the
use of teachers, that they may follow out the topics
with such minuteness as seems to them best, or as
the age of the scholars admits. The few references
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to general literature and art will suggest, it is hoped,
a still wider use of these helps by intelligent teachers.
The Schuorr illustrations referred to are a series of
Bible wood-cuts published some yenrs ago in Leipsic,
of which the Old Testament subjects arve treated
with considerable spirit and accuracy of detail, those
of the New Testament being very inferior. The
[Nlustrated Renan refers to an abbreviated edition of
‘Renan’s Vie de Jésus, published in Paris in 1870,
with wood-cuts by Godefroy Durand. Tt is inexpen-
sive, and the freatment of the subjects is so much
superior to anything elss within my knowledge that
it seems to me ths only successful attempt to repre-
sent pictorially tha life of Jesus. I should consider
the study of the New Testament as hera proposed
quite incomplete withount thoese illustrations. It is
possible that they may soon be published in separate
form in portfolio.

It will be understood that the * Bible for Young
People ™ und the © Bible for Learners ™ are the Eng-
lish and American edilions of the same book, I
have made my references to the © Bible for Young
People,” becauss the American reprint had not ap-
peared when these lesscns were written,

E H IL

Worcester, February, 1883,

1 Such a portfolio bas rince been prepared, and cen be fonnd st the
rooma of the Unitarian Bunday-Schenl Societw. ERelerences to the illustra-
thans have heen insected, in footnodes, under the eeveral Lessons, with the
titla ** Portielio.™
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NOTE.

No imporiant changes have been made in the present edi-
tion, exeept to add to the refercnces to the * Bibla for Young
Feopla™ corresponding references to the * Bible for Learn.
ers,” designated by the shhroyiation B. I,

E. H H.

Cuunzibgn, Ootober, 1038,
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FIRST LESSONS ON THE BIBLE.

LESSON I.

PALERTINE.

In what part of the world 18 Palostina ?

How larea is it cnm[la.n-'ld with Masnachusetts ?

Are there monntains in it, and if so, how high ars they ?
What lakea are there ?

Why iz one called the Dead Sea ?

What ia the largest viver ?

Ts Palactine further varth or further sonth than thm place ?
What kind of climabe has it, and what sessons ¥

What grows thers ?

lﬂ- Name two or three of ite eities or villages.

0 ST SN N M G0 1D e

Teta : Dot wiid, 7, 55 Nom. xiii. 235 Jer. xivi. 18; Madt vi. 29, 20, 301

NOTES.

Falestina i3 about 14} miles long by 40 wide ; Massachnsetts
{without Cape Cod) aboot 164 by 50. So they are of wery
nearly the same size, only one runs langthwise north and south,
the other east and weat.

It is moch more monntainoms than Massachusetts, as the map
ghowe. Some of the towns are situated higher than the top of

1 Each child is to commit ooe or bwo of the texts to memory, if the teacher
chooges.



