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BEST OF A._'I:.I.. Q00D COMPANY AWBRTISEE

Tue BEST OF ALL GOOD COMPANY:

A SERIES 'OF DAILY COMPANIONS

FOR THE POCEET AND THE PORTMANTEAL, ASHORE AND AFLOAT, IN

TOWN AND OUT OF TOWN, AT HOME AND ARROAD,

Epmrep 5v BLANCHARD JERROLD.

PRICE ONE SHILLING EACH.
No, L

A DAY WITH CHARLES DICKENS.

Fucludes Faeripile of @ MS. Letter fo Blanchard Fervold.

Mo. 11.
A DAY WITH SIR WALTER SCOTT.
No, IIL °
A DAY WITH LORD LYTTON.

Tncldes @ Fac-simile Page of biv A5, of ¥ King Ardhur”

No. IV,

A DAY WITH DISRAELL

fncludes two Fac-simile pages of iz MS. of © Lothpir," piven by the R‘tgﬁ:
Hom, Gentleman lo fhe Editer,

wo. ¥.

A DAY WITH THACKERAY.

Fucludesr Facsiwmile of Evfract from M5, Letter.
IN PREPARATION i—

" A Day wITH DovcLAS JEREOLIN A DaY WITH THE BROWNINGS.
A DAy WITH MACAULAY. A Day witTH LEicE HUNT.
A Day wiTH Lozp BRoUGHAM. A DAY WiTH MicHAEL FARADAY,
A Day wiT MiLToN. A Day WITH ARCHBISHOP WHATELY,
A Day witt Taosas Hoob. A Dav wiTH ANTHONY TroLloPe
A Day witH Perrs, A Da¥ WITE DR. JoHXsON,

A Day wite L. E. L.
AND OTHERS; ALL OF

“THE BEST OF ALL GOOD COMPANY.”
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THE

BEST OF ALL GOOD COMPANY.

BY

BLANCHARD JERROLD.

A DAY WITH W. M. THACKERAY.

i And there came up 2 lion ent of Judah 1¥—
Charlwte Bronic's exclamation on first seeing Thackeray's Pordradl,

LONDON :
HOULSTON AND SONS,
PATERNOSTER BUILDINGS, E.C,

1832,
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316 THE BEST OF ALL GOCD COMPANY,

aspect ; and each was “marvellously moved to fun® on oceasions. In
both the boy appeared easily; and this was a quality of Dickens' genius,
as it was of my father's. 1 should Hke to see pictures of Thackeray
holding a skein of silk for a child upon bis broad hands ; of Dickens
playing at leap-frog or rounders; of Hawthorne lying in the grass
listening to the birds, and ducking lest the passers by ghould interrupt
him ; and of Douglas Jertold taking part in basting the bear in his
Kentish orchard. Mr. Field’s description of Hawthorne's fun at sea, and
of his grand sclitary figure under the stars at night, might stand for
portraiture of Thackeray.

“That is his face, Jooking out apon us, next to Pope's,” says Mr. Field,
in his * Yesterdays with Avthors.* “ What a contrast in bodily appearance
those twa English men of genius present | Thackeray's great, burly figure,
broad-chested and ample as the day, se¢ems to overshadow and quite blot
out of existence the author of * The Essay on Man' But what friends
they would have been had they lived as contemporaries under Queen
Anneg or Queen Victoria ! One ¢an imagine the aothar of - Pendennis?
gently lifting poor lietle Alexander out of his ‘ charict” inte the club, and
revelling in talk with him all night long. Pope's high-bred and gentle-
manly matiner, combined with hiz extraordinary sensibility and dread
of ridicule, would have modified Thackeray's nseal gigantic form and
sometimes boisterous sarcasm into a rich and strange adaptability to his
little guest. We can imagine them talking together now, with even a
nobler wisdom and ampler charity than were cvér vouchsafed to them
when they were busy amid the turmoils of their crowded literary lives.”

‘What Thackeray would have besn had he lived the contemporary of
Pope, is a speculation much lower in interest than any description of
Thackeray a5 he lived and breathed and had his being—one of the lights
and glories of the Victorian epoch.  Mr. Hannay's portrait is worth any
number or kind of poetic speculations: “In private this great
satinist, whose aspect in a crowd was often one of austere politeness and
reserve, unbent into a familiar sedeed?, which somehow one seldom finds
in the demonstratively genial, And this was the more charming and
precious that it rested on a basis of severe and profound reflection, before
the glance of which all that was dark and sericus in man's Iife and
prospects lay open. The gravity of that white head, with its noble brow
and thoughtful face full of feeling and meaning, enbanced the piquancy
of his playfulness, and of the little persomal revclations which came with
such a grace from the dépths of his kindly nature. When we con-
gratulated him, many years ago, on the touch in FMamity Fair, in which
Becky ‘admurer’ her husband; when he is giving Lord Steyne the
chastisement which ruins Aer for life, * Well,' he said, 'when [ wrote
the sentence, | slapped my fist on the table, and said ° thaf is a touch of
genius,  The incident is a trifie, but it will reveal, we suspect, an
element of fervour, as well as a heartiness of frankness in recording the
fervour, both equally at vartance with the vulgar conception of him.
This frankness and AomAomie made him delightful in a #e-d-s8%, and



