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TO MY FRIEND, THE
AMERICAN BOY

While spending some time in Floridd with Mr.
Thomas A. Edison, the noted electrical genius, and .
Mr. John Burroughs, the eminent naturalist, the
question of cigarette smoking and its evil effects,
- particularly upon boys and young men, came up for
discussion.

Mr. Edison advanced some pronounced views in
condemnation of the cigaretle. For several years he
had been experimenting with combustion of various
substances for the purpose of discovering a suitable
filament for use in incandescent lamps, and it was
during this research that the harmful effects of acro-
lein were observed. I asked Mr. Edison to put his
conclusions in writing. He did so, and the letter is
herewith reproduced in facsimile. '

Following receipt of this letter, I authorized an
interview in which I went squarely on record as
opposed to cigarettes, making it plain that “I do
not feel called upon to try to reform any person
over 25 years of age because by that time the habit
has been formed. Then it is only a question of the
strength of will or mind of the smoker which will
enable him to stop. He knows the injurious effects
and controls his own destiny.

“With the boys it is a different matter. . Most boys
are told to refrain from many things. Seldom are
they given a reason. Boys must educated so
they will know why cigarettes are bad for them.

“If you will study the history of almost any crim-
inal you will find that he is an inveterate cigarette
smoker. Boys, thmugh cigarettes, train with bad
company. They go with other smokers to the pool
rooms and saloons. The cigarette drags them down.
Hence if we can educate them to the dangers of
smoking we will perform a service.”
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Mr. Percival I. Hill, president of the American
Tobacco Comp:g:f in a letter sent breadeast, chal-
lenged me to f of assertions he charged
me with makmg, he mnn among other things
that “the scientific facts are all in favor of the ciga-
rette;” “that it contains less nicotine than any other
form of tobaceo products; that it is absolutely pure;
that the combustion of the paper is harmless in its
effects on human physiology.” I was challenged to
either prove my contention or enable the manufac-
turers to disprove it; to give as much publicity to °
the retraction Mr. Hill felt certain would be forth-
coming as was given to my ‘“‘original unwamnted
attacks.”

I do not ask you to accept my word alone in this
matter. I'want you to read carefully Mr. Edison’s
letter, Mr, Hill's defense, and the opinions of doc-
tors, judges, umversﬂgr instructors, athletes, etc.—
a few selected at random from hundreds who have
testified. Then you will be in a position to judge
for yourself whether “the scientific facts are all in
favor of the cigarette:” whether you can afford to
become a slave to a habit that a no less noted n
than Hudson Maxim declares is “a maker of inva-
lids, eriminals and fools.”

Hexry Forb.



MR. HILL'S DEFENSE

New Yﬂr]r., May 186, 1914.
Mr. Henry Ford,
Detroit, Mich.

Dear BSir:—Statements relative to cigarettes, erediled to
yourself and Mr. Thomas A. Edison, have appeared in the
newspapers recently,

The statements are so erroneous and so misleading that in
justice to the millions of intellipent men who use cigarettes
we are compelled to resent your unjustified attack. Slander
of the cigarette by parties of less prominence than yourself
attracts no attention, certainly from us. Sinee your promi-
nence and fame give your words greater weight than the words
of men of no importance, there is impoaecg upon you & cor-
responding responsibility to make no statement reflecting on
a product—and one million of users of such product—without
investigation and the certainty that comes from investigation

The form of your statement is of a character that denies us
an opportunity to demonstrate its falsity and to prove the
harmlessness of our product in a court proceeding. If you
see fit to make a statement of the harmful effect of any of our
brands, in such form that being false it is libelous, we will be
delighted to institute suit for damages, and will devote the
proceeds to some designated charity.

The scientific facts are all in favor of the cigarette, and no
man can change these facts because he personally prefers a
pipe to a cigar or a stogie, or a chew of plug to » cigarette.

Several years ago it was quite the fashion to attack ciga-
rettes. Lurid statements of the evils of cigarette smoking
were circulated extensively by well-intentioned, ignorant
people, by notoriety seekers and thrifty islators. Anti-
cigarctte bills swept through the assemblies of several states.

The agitation was such that medical men and other seien-
tists undertook thorough examination of the cigarette. Ewvery-
thing in connection with cigarettes—the tobacco, the ingre- .
dients with which it is treated, the paper, even the printing
on the paper—was analyzed by the aE]e’-;lt chemists in America
and Europe. Packages of all the leading cigarettes were pur-
chased in the open market by representatives of state and
municipal health boards, medical journals and other investi-
gators, and analyzed thoroughly by public and private chem-
ists. Scores of such tests were made in practically every state
in the union, in London, and, I believe, in various other Euro-
pean cities.

T



Every one of these investigations resulted in exactly the
same act of finding, viz.: that the cigarette is absolutely pure;
that it contains less nicotine than any other form of tobacco
products; that the combination of the paper is harmless in its
effect on the human physiology; that its temperate use is in
no way injurious to normal users,

I am enclosing herewith extracts from the London ILancst
a famous British medical journal, which has been making
examinations of tobacco sinee 1858. Also an extract. from
the Medical Jowrnal of New York; also an extract written by
Leonard K. Hirshberg, M. D., M. A., A. B., Johns Hopkins
University, taken from an article in Harper's Weekly entitled
“The Truth About Tobacco,” in which he quotes Dr. Osler
and other prominent authorities.

Pages of extracts from medieal journals could be published
and more pages could be filled witil the statements of famous
physicians and chemists, all of whom testify to the same
general effect.

As a rule, attacks on cigarettes are so vague and indefinite
that it is impossible for manufacturers to bring the slanderers
to account. However, aciu.me ¥ears ago & prominetflt Chicego
ne gave a manufacturer an opportunity for action,
W irﬂ E:rpmmptl}' embraced by suing the newspaper for
libel.! Scientific examinations were then made by the news-

per—which migjflt have made them before i::bliaili.ng its
?:lsehoods—-and e cigareties were found to absolutely
pure. The newspaper settled the libel suit out of court and
published a retraction and apology in its own columns and
in various other newspapers at its own expense.

Certain customs officials of Great Britain made a similar
attack, and the manufacturers immediately called the matter
to the attention of the government, The government, in its
desire to be fair and unbissed, caused a complete scientific
examination to be made by ::iparts. with the result that a
public retraction was authori and made by the officials.

- As the results of these various scientific investigntions and
court aﬁ:tiun,a became 'l;;um and as dm ulllllld ﬁilﬁdngﬂt&mn
generally came to stu cighrette ¥, the prejudice
against ;:t died out even more quickly than it had arisen.

Aside from the overwhelming weight of scientific tastimoaly,
common sense will convince any reasonable man that the
cigarette is not injurious. That this must be true is proven
by the number and types of men who use cigarettes. Ungues-
tionably the cigarette is the favorite smoke of doctors in
every city and large town throughout the country. Preach-
ers, lawyers, bankers, business men, laboring men and men
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