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PREFACE

TER LANaUiGE READER seriea is, aa the name implies, a
et of graded school readers in which one of the definite objects
is the teaching of the language as well s the reading of good
literature. ‘'Thia purpose has been more fully stated in the
_ prefaces to the advanced numbers,

The present volume containg but little besides the resding
matier itself. It seemas bhest at this stage of the work not to
eomplicate tha page by the introductien of matter suxiliary
to the study. Sueh assistance should be, and usually is, given
by the teacher. [t may, tharefors, not be amiss to state sevaral
objects which the teanher ghould have in mind in this aeuﬂnd
year of the work in langusge.

1. It is the year in which the child should begin to gain a
sense of confidenca in his power to read. Children learn to
read in much the same way as they learn to ride a bicycle or
to skip a rope, that is by doing the thing eagerly and cheer-
fully. The editors have therefore sought to fill the volume
with matter which children esn read and will like to read.
That ia to say, thay have regarded the exercise of reading as
the main thing in this grade.

2. If the reading is to be intelligent, the children must be
questioned zbout what they read and led to talk about it.
And no teacher will fail to be alive to the importance of using
both the oral and the silent reading.
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viii FREFACE

8. The drill in phonetice given in the firat year will ordi-
narily not be sufficient, and must be continned for a part, at
least, of the second year. Some old things must be reviewed,
some new things taught. For this reason the phometic chart
of the first volume is reproduced in this. But drill in pho-
netic groups which are already well encugh koown to be
readily used ia an unpardonable waste of time and emergy.
Phonetic exercises are only a meana to the act of resding, not
an end in themselves.

4. The forms of words — easy words as well aa hard — must
be noted. BSpelling lessons which involve eys and ear, hand
and vocal organs, ghould be given. It is egpecially important
that the ordinary, everyday words be learned in this way.
Transcription of sentenced and short passages is a good exer-
cise. But this formal work must not be intruded upon the
reading in such a way a8 to kill the interest in either. The
words and sentences used ought to bhe drawn from the things
read ; but the reading muat be regarded as too important to
bo & more adjunct to the language study. It is safer to have
the two phases of the work done in separate lespons, except
where the sttention to words is necessary in order that the
reading may proceed.

6. Composition, in the formal sensa, belongs to later years.
Oral composition of an informal kind, that is, free and inter-
eated talk, is the best kind of composition for this grade.
What is done in writing should be short, easy, and as nearly
voluntary as it is possible for school werk to be. Tn no work
of the grade will the difference in the precocity of the children
be more apparent than in thie. And the teacher need feel no
concern if she eannot form anything like & “grade standazrd”
in this work.
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6. The illustrations in the bock are primarily for the pur-
pose of making it attractive to the children—and the teachers.
But they are also available aa a help in instruction. Good
work in oral expression may be had by talking about the
pictures in relation to the things they illustrate,

All the prose selections heve been simplified and adapted
to the age for which they are offered. The poetical selections
are left unchanged, except that a few of them are abridged.
For the oes of several poemas acknowledgments are due: To
Honghton, Mifflin, & Co. for the use of Celia Thaxter's Little
(GFustava; to Mr. Bangs and to the Century Company for the
use of The Little Fif: to John Lane & Co. for the use of
Raomance from The (hild's World; and to . Schirmer for per-
mission to use the music to The Ouwl and the Puzey Ot

THE EDITORS.
Ooroper, 1908






