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PEACEMAKERS BLESSED
AND OTHERWISE

CHAPTER I
PRE-CONFERENCE EEFLECTIONS

WHEN one attempts to set down, with
any degree of candor, his impressions of a
great gathering like the Conference on the
Limitation of Armament, he will find him-
self swayed from amusement to irritation,
from hope to despair, from an interest in
the great end to an interest-in the game as
it is being played. My hopes and interests
and irritations over the Washington Con-
ference began weeks before it was called.
‘What could it do? All around me men and
women were gaying, “It will end war,” and
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posalbly—so deep was the demand in them
that war be ended—believing what they
said. It has always been one of the singu-
Iar deluosions of people with high hopes
that if nations dirarmed there counld be no
wars. Take the gun away from the child
and he will never hurt himgelf. If it were
Be eagy!

Their confidence alarmed the anthors of
the Conference. They did not mean dis-
armament, but limitation of armament.
Moreover it was not even a Conference for
but one on limitation. This was equivalent
to saying that there were other matiers in-
volved in cutting down arms—the canses
that had brought them into being in the
first place, the belief that only in them was
security, and that if you were to do away
with them you muost find a mbetitute, and
8 way to make this embstitute continually
effective. That is, there were several prob-
lems for the Conferemce to solve if they
were to put a limit fo armaments, and they
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were not easy problems. But those who
kept their eyes on disarmament, pure and
gimple, refused to face them.

Along with the many who believed the
coming Conference could say the magic
word were not a few—the sophisticated,
who from the start said: “Well, of course,
you don’t expect anything to come out of
it.” Or, “Are you not rather naive to sup-
pose that they will do anything?” And
geperally the comment was followed by
“Of course nothing came from Paris.”

This superior attitude—sometimes van-
ity, sometimes disillusionment, sometimes
resentment at trying any new form of in-
ternational dealing—was guite useless to
combat. You had an endless task of course
if you atiacked them on the point of nothing
coming out of Paris when you believed pro-
foundly that a great deal of good, as well as
much evil, had come out of Paris, and that
the good is bound to increase and the evil to
diminish as time goes on.

3



PEACEMAKERS

Very singular, the way that people dis-
mise the treaty of Versailles, drop it out
of count as a thing so bungling and evil
that it is bound to eventuate only in wars,
bound tc be soon upset. The poor human
beings that made the treaty of Versailles
lacked omnpiscience, to be sure, and they cer-
tainly strained their “fourteen points,” but
it will be noted that not a few of the ar-
rangements that they made are working
fairly well.

Moreover, what the Buperior forget is
that that treaty had an instrument put into
it intended for its own correctlon. The
Covenant of the League of Nations is a part
of the treaty of Versailles and it says very
specifically that if at any time in the fu-
ture any freaiy—if that means anything it
must include the treaty of Versailles—be-
comes “inapplicable,” works disturbance
between the nations instead of peace, the
League may consider it.

The belief in political magic on one side
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and doubt of all new political ventures on
the other, made the preliminary days of the
Washington Conference hard for the simple-
minded obaserver, prepared to hope for the
best and to take no satisfaction in the
worst, not to ask more than the conferring
powerg thought they could safely under-
take, to believe that the negotiators would
be &8s honest am we can expect men to be,
and that within the serious limits that are
always on negotiators, would do their best.
- One had to ask himself, however, what
enhetantial reasons, if any, he had thatf, the
Conference would be able to do the things
that it had set down as its business. This
business was very concisely laid down in an
agenda, divided into twoe parts and ronning

as follows:

(.‘L; Bagis of limitation,

{B) Extent

{) Fulfillment
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; Eﬂj Btatus of existing commitmenis,
Siberia:

Hub-headings ﬂleumaanﬂlmumﬂu:{&mu.
Mondaled Islands

Enb—]madmssthﬂmmﬂ:ﬁnmiﬂﬂlnnlmﬁ
railway sections eliminatod,

What reasona were there for thinking

that the nations—FEwngland, France, Iialy,
China, Japan, Belgiom, Holland, Portugal
—counld, with the United Siates, handle
these problems of the Pacific in sach a way
that they wonld be able to ent their arma-
ments, and, entting them, find a satisfactory
substitute. There were several reasons.

A first, and an important one, was that
the dificulties to be adjusted were, as de-
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