FOLK-LORE RELICS
OF EARLY VILLAGE
LIFE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649585663

Folk-Lore Relics of Early Village Life by George Laurence Gomme

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



GEORGE LAURENCE GOMME

FOLK-LORE RELICS
OF EARLY VILLAGE
LIFE

ﬁTrieste






FOLK-LORE RELICS OF EARLY
VILLAGE LIFE,

b






FOLK-LORE RELICS

oF

EARLY VILLAGE LIFE.

GEORGE LAURENCE GOMME, F5A.
Srvchamlical Swcioty, if okt Aokiiylen Full-Tary Saiary, sial of th

LONDON : ELLIOT STOCK,
62, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C,
1883,



CONTENTS.

Preracs . . i i "
Cuarraie L Inroduftion |

II. The Settlement of the Village

III. The Foundation Sacrifice

IV. The Occopation of the Homeflead

V. The Houfelpirita

VI The Hoofe-Gods 11 Gods of Agricn

V1L Early Domcftic Cuftoms
VIIIL. The Village Marriage

v

v

4

lture

vii

15
34
59
7%
124
152






0
o.-;?\!__

FREFACE.

¥ DO not offer this book as a fcientific
#l4 expofition of Folk-lore, though I hope
@g the frienaft will find nothing in it to

5 7% quarrel with. I cannot pretend that
the fludies on the fubject which I now put forward
are in all ways complete, or fatisfying ; but while
I do not think that the folk-lore not included in
my pages will deftroy the argumeat I advance, I am
quite aware that to deal properly with the {ubjed
it wonld be neceflary to re-artange and re<locket all
the items of Folk-lore now exifting in our goodly
calleions, ‘This one day I hope to do: for the
prefent I give a fmall, end perhaps fragmentary
inftalment of a big fubjed.

1 fhould like, however, to fay exadtly how thefe
ftudies of mine meet the pofition I would claim for
Folk-lore. TFolk-lore I conceive to belong o a
period of hiftory when Englifh focial life was re-
prefented by a net-work of independent felf-acing




viii Preface.

village communities. It fhould explain and illaf:
trate this flage of fociety, therefore. It fhould take
us into the homeftead, the village, the farm, the
arable lands, the pafbures, the foreft boundary.

The prefent contribution to the fubjedt, however,
takes us no further than the village-home. It looks
out into the furroundings, it s troe, but it is only
as, diftant landicape when we are fitting in the
family circle liftening to the tales of old times and
old doings. I am not without hopes that I may be
encouraged to make this diftant landicape as well
known as I have fought herein to make the village
homes.

But in prefenting this half of the piure of the
primitive village life as portrayed by Folk-lore,
there are flill many gaps in the workmunfhip. To
know what pieces of Englith Folk-lere are primitive,
and what are modern {uperftition only, it is neceflary
to compare them with primitive coftoms and man-
ners, This work of comparifon is a long and diffi-
cult tafk. I have, however, confined my(elf to fome
near parallels in the forms of the cufoms, and
have not touched upon the lefs precife and more
difficult comparifons of mouf. Nor have I, ex-
cept in one inftance, gone inta the important quel-
tion of the development of popular cuftorns and
fuperftitions. Thus many items of Englith Folk-lore
are not to be found in the village-life I have depided
here. I know they have a place fomewhere, ex-
cept in refpe® of fome branches of profeffedly
modem fuperftition, and I am proceeding with my
work of bringing them to their new home. But 1



