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PREFACE

EvEry boy likes to build boats. The interest
in boats seems to be born in the race. The
little three-yvear-old chap is instinctively at-
tracted hy a puddle of water in which to sail
his “boat,” which may take the form of a
piece of shingle or comumon hoard. TFew
men have passed through their boyhood
days without having built boats at some time,

The author was an ardent boat-luilder,
and he well remembers how he combed the
Children's Department of the local library
in search of a book that would tell im some-
thing about hoats, and especially for infor-
mation regarding  the construction of
models. He found books on model air-
plancs, toys, clectricity, radio, and chemistry,
but alas! nothing about model boats. Ile
vowed then that when he became a man he
would write a book on model boats—a book
that would contain all the treasured infor-
mation he had accumulated during his boat-
building years.
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This book is the result of that vow, and
the author earnestly hopes that it will glad-
den the heart of every boy who builds and
sails a boat. There are probably few hap-
pier moments in a boy's life than when he
sees his little model steamer proudly make
her way across the park pond, or his little
sail-boat respond to the summer breeze.

The anthor takes this opportunity to thank
his wife, who acted as his amanuensis in the
preparation of this manuscript,

Eavymonp Frawecis YAres
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