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MASTER, WARDENS, COURT OF ASSISTANTS,

i ANMD

GENERAL COURT
0F THE
WOHRSHIFFUL COMPANY OF MERCERS,
LONDON.

GENTLEMEN,

WaEN I call to mind how totally uoknown I
was to every individnal amongst you at the tire of
my first appearunce a8 u Candidate for the Leeture-
ship of Derwick. 1 am at & loas which to admire
most, my own boldness in venturing to come for-
ward under sach cirenmgtances, or your dsinter-
eated Patropage in appointing me to the office.
The only sccount I ean giveof my boldness is, that
I had paesed the thirtieth yesr of my ag;, withont
seting any defined prospect of obteining a peroas-
nent provision from the revenues of the Church,
to the service of which I felt chliged in conscience
to devote, undivided, the best exertions of the rest
of my life.
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iv DEDICATION,

The portion of those revenues which you have -
conferred upon me, will enable me to pursue
the straight-forward path of doty, withont fear
of penury, as I pray God I may have graca to do,
without weariness, and without ostentation. It is,
therefore, with feelinge of the sincerest Gratitude
and Respect that | dedicate to you the following
Diisnonrses, which circumstances, mentioned in the
Appendix, have induced me to publish.

1 am, : . f
- GENTLEMEN, ’
Your mest obliged _
and faithful Servant, _
Wittty ProoTER, Jun.

Berwick, 15th Decomber, 1524,



DISCOURSE I '

ON THE PERSONAL NATURE OF JESUS CHRIST.

Preached on ascEnsion-DaT, 9Tth May, 1684

PrivbLrrriaNs, 11, &—I11.

= Let thie mind be in pou, wiioh woe afso in Chelel Jerue
Who, being ir the fovm of God, thought ¢ aot vobbery to be
eued with God ; buf meda dnowedf of o rapetation, and fook
upon Rim the form of a seroant, and wos mads in the likeness
o mon ; and baing found in foshion ar @ man, ks hembled

* himeelf, and beoame obediend unio death, s the death of the

croie. Wherefors, God gl hath MgMy exalied Mm, and gicen
him g neme which iz ohove stery name b that of the some of
Jerus attery knoe shoudd bow, of thinge in Benven, and fhings
in oerth, ond things vnder e eartl ; end Bcl every fongue
should confese that Jeaus Chriet i Lovd, v the glory of God
the Father™

Ix these words we have a perfoct outline of the

history of Christ our Baviour, from * the begin-

ning, when He waa with God and was God;™ to

the great consummation, when  that eame Jesus,"

now both God and Man, * who,” sa on this day,
1 Jehm, i 1.
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% was taken np into heaven, shall 86 come, in like
manner a8 the holy Apostles saw him go into hea-
ven,” viz. when he shall come ‘* with the clouds
of heaven ;"2 when * the judgment shall be set, and
the books opened, and all people, and nations, and
Ianguages, shall serve the Son of Man.”t For ¢ He
must reign® ae Messiah, as the anointed Prophet,
Priest, and King, till he bath completed the pur-
pose for which he vouchsafed to assume that pecu-
liar character ; # till he hath put all enemies under
his feet,”™ and till # every tomgue,” as well of his
ahased foes, a8 of his exalted subjects, “ shall con-
fees, that Jesus Christ ia Lord, to the glory of God
the Father."”

" Toendeavour to fill up from Seripture this ample
outline; by producing to View the several circum-
stances of the History of Man's Redemption, which,
in ite Fall extent, comprehends the whole of reveal-
ed religion ; and so producing them, as not ta de-
gitoy their native force and efficacy, * for the use
of edifying ;"—sunch, my brethren, are the arduous
duties of the office upon which I this day enter, not
without a deep sense of awful responsibility, and a
humble conscicusness of my awn unworthiness and

T Acte i 11, 2 Pan. vii. 18, 4 Tb. 10, 14
b 1 Cor, xv. 25
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insufficiency. But, praised be God, the fruit of our
Iabours does not depend upon our own exertions
alme. Our blessed Lord, hefore his ascension,
thus enconraged the chostm * withesses and minis-
ters of the Word,”—** All power is given unto me
in heaven and on earth. o ye, therefore, and teach
all nations, baptimng them in the name of the

. Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;

teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 1
have commanded you: And, 1o, T sz with yow ale
way, even unto the end of the werld.”? This pro- -
mise of being present with them, in teaching all
nations, even o the end of fhe world, canaot be con-
fined to the ¢ eye-witnesses” to whom it was im-
medintely addressed, but must extend to the whole
sucecession of Christ’s teachers, then represented
by the Apostles; that is, to all those whe, by
an authority derived from the Apostles, are eom-
miesioned to preach the Gospel in any place, at any
period of the world. Encouraged, therefore, by the
promise of Divine support, I do not faint ander the
burden imposed upon me ; but enter on the duties
of this eacrod office with a well-founded confidence,
that He, who lias given me grace at their com-

! Matt. xxviii. 18—20.
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