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PART L
HUME'S LIFE.

CHAPTERLR L
EARLY LIFE ! LITERARY AND POLITICAL WRITINGS.

Davio Hese was bomn in Edinburgh on the 26th of April
((.5.), 1711, Tis parents were then residing in the parish
of the Tron Church, apparently on & visit to the Scottish
capital, as the small estate which his father, Joseph Iome,
or Home, inherited, lay in Derwickshire, on the banks of
tlie YWhitadder, or Whitowater, a fow miles from the bor-
der, and within sight of Eoglish gronnd. The paternal
mansien was little more than a very modest farmhouse,”
and the property derived its name of Ninowells from a

P A pletere of the house, taken from Dnitmend's Tlstory of Y-
Lo British Fomilics, 14 to be 2cen in Chambers’s Book of Dags (Aqiil
Bpl) s and if, a2 Dmommiom! savs, It is o favonrable specimen of
the hest Zeotely Ininks" hosesee," ol thae enm be said i3 that the worsg
Beateh Tatvds marst have been poorly Todged indecd,
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consideralile spring, which breaks out on the slope in
front of the house, nud falls into the Whitadder.

Doth mother and father came of good Seottish families
—the patemal line ronning back 1o Lord Howe of Doug-
Taz, who went over to France with the Donglas doring the
French wars of lenry V. and VI, and was killed ai the
battle of Vernenil. Joseph Hume died when David was
an infant, leaving limself and two clder ebildren, a broth-
er and @ sister, to the cove of their imother, whe is de-
geribed by David Home in My Cua Life ns ¥ 0 woman
of singular merit, who, thongh voung and landsome, de-
voted herself entircly to the rearing and eduzation of her
children,”  Mr. Barton savs: “ Ier porteait, which 1 have
seen, represents o thin Lut pleasing countenauce, cxpres-
sive of great intellectoal acuteness " and as IMume told
D, Black that she had * precisely the same constitution
with Limeclf " and died of the disorder which proved
futal te himy, it is probable that the qualities inlerited
from his mother bad wach 1o do with the future philas-
oplier’s cminence, 1t is eurions, however, that her esti-
minte of her son in her only recorded, and perhaps slightly
apoeryphal utterance, is of a somoewhat mmexpeeted chiare-
acter.  *Qur Davie's n fing, good-natured crater, but no-
common wake-minded" The first part of the judzmont
was indeed verified by “Davic’s™ whele life; but one
might seck in vain for sigms of what is eommaonly un-
derstood as *weaknoss of mind ™ in a man who not only
shiowed himsclf to be an intellectual athlete, but who Lad
an eminent share of practical wisdom and tenacity of
purpese.  One wonld like to know, however, when it was
that Mrs, ITTume committed lievsclf to this not too flatter
ine qudement of her younger son, For as Home veachel
the wature aze of fonr-awd-thivy before he abtained any



