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PREFACE.

TaE collection now exhibited to the public has been
gradually brought together in a somewhat desultory man-
ner during a period of several years.

Many other collections contain larger and finer spec:menn
than are here to be found, such for instanes as the brilliant
series formed by Mr. Alfred Morrison or Mr, Louis ]:[ut.h
*but it is probable that none of them illustrate so full
different varictiea of porcelain which have been rog{
in the manufactories of China and Japan. For lt will be
apan that this collection has not been lisnited to choice
or ancient specimens, but that even common and modern
examples have been included when they illustrate the
pubject. It ie probably, moreover, the firat time that any
attempt has been made to exhibit Oriental poreelain
divided into elamses, und {0 digtinguish the respective pro-
ductions of China and Japan, This it has been by no
meang easy to do, and it will be for others to judge how
far the sttempt has sueeeeded. Further experienee may
lead hevesfter to a more perfect olassification.

As the marks given in. the plates have in nearly every
cpde been copied from speeimens in the eollection, they will
probably be found more meccuraic than those which have
hitherto appeared, derived aa the lalter have been from
different and sometimes untrustworthy sources,

It may be well fo give & brief acoount of whet has been
already published on the subject in order to obviate the
neceasity of frequent refarance.  Theearliest description we
have of the processes econnected with the menufacture of
Oriental poreelain is to be found in the valuable letters
from o Jesuit Missionary, Pére d'Entrecolles, written in
1712 luld 1722, and published in “ Letires édifiantes et
curiegses.” The moat Bcientific work that has appeared
ou the nature of porcelain and ita chemistry ix the * Traité
des Arts Céramiques,” by A. Bronguiari, 1844, ‘The oniy
work -which affords any native evidence on the history
of Chinese porcelain, and the various placea at which it
has been manufactured, is the « Histoire de la fabrication de
la Porcelaine chmome translated from the Chinese by
M. Stapislag Julien (Pans, 1856), which will be referred to
hereafter as “ The History of King-te-chin.” In Marryat’s
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viii PREFACF.

¢ History of Pottery and Poreelain " is an extended necount
of the Oriental fabrics, with aoroe useful chronological notes
on the introduction of porcelain inte Western Asia and
Europe, as well aa an abstract of the History of King-te-
chin. The marks on Oriental porcelain are given in the
various editions of Chaffers, ** Marks and Monograms on
Pottery and Pocelnin™; they are alse to be found in
wtirks published by Dr. Craesse, Mrs. Bury Palliser, and
ouhers,

The most elaborate treatises, however, which have hitherto
appeared on these subjects are “ Histoire de Ja Porcelaine,”
by A, Jasquemart and E. Le Blant, Paris, 1562, and * Histoire
de la Céramique,” by A. Jacquemsart, Paria, 1878, Thess
works contain minnte deseriptions of the various kinds of
Oriental poreelsin, written by one who could folly ap-
preciete their merits, and who has bestowed great pains
upon their investigation. With many of the conclusions of
thiz talented writer (whose recent desth we all have to
deplore), T regret to may that I.am nrable to agree; but
both works possess value, and are ilimstrated by
exquisite engravingm, due to the artistic skill of M. Jules
Jacquemart.

@ pottery and porcelain of Japan forma the enbject of
a tichly illustrated work now in ecourse of publication,
ent.it.leg' “Keramio Art of Japan” by G. A. Audsley and
J. L. Bowea, y

Notwithetanding, however, the numeroua works that
have been published, it is probable that we Lave ns yet
but an imperfect notion of ll?a age, history, and meaning of
much that a in collections of Oriental porcelain, and
until some Europann regiding in China, well versed in
the mubject, and well acquainted with the Chinese language,
has obtained access to the storea of native collectors, we
shall be o a cartain extent working in the dark.

The introductory notices in this catalogue might have
been extended tn much greater length, but this wonld
have been scarcely within the secope of a hand catalogue,
and would tend to diminish its usefulness to the public.

I cannot conclude without expressing my obligations
to Professor Douglaa and Dr. Birch for much assistance
respaehn% the Chinese inscriptions, and to Mr. E, Satow
for his help with regard to Jupanese inseriptions.

Avavstus W, Faanks,




INTRODUCTION.

THE art of making poltery seems {c have been practised
by mankind from very early times. It is even a question
whether it wus not known to the primitive inhabitants of
Euarope, in those esrly agea when the mammoth and reindeer
gtill lived in the plains of France.

The lake dwellings of Bwiteerland and the aneient
sepulchres of northern Europe, many of them belonging to
the Stone Age, bave produced numerons specimena of pottery,
rude indeed, but siill showing that man was capable of
forming vessels of clay which eufficed for his daily wanta,
Many of these vases are simply fashioned by the hand ; but
the potter's wheel was known to the Egypliana af a very
early period, probebly not less than 2,500 years before onr
era. &1& beauty of shape and design which are exhibited in
Greek pottery need merely be zluded to, us probably few
of the specimens go back before 800 B.O,

Moro, however, is known of the early wares of Europe,
Egypt, and Aszia Minor than of the extreme east of Asin,
The tombs carefully explered during many years have
yielded up their ceramic freasurves, and the age of the
various apecimens can generslly be fized with some approach
to exactness.

With regard to China and Japan our information is much
mora scanty. All that we know respecting the fabrics of
the former couniry is derived from the valusble bistory of
the manufactory of King-te-chin, prepared by a loesl
magistrate, in 1815, from older native documents, and which
has been most ably translated and commented upon by
M. Stanislas Julien,

This work is divided into seven books:—

1L —Resenrches on ancient kinds of poreelain.

IIL—Ancient porcelain of King-ta-chin.

I[I.—At;:.num. of ancient porcelain imitated at King-te-

chin.

1V.—Porcelain made at King-te-chin.

V.—Processes of poreelain making,

VI.—Liat of everything conecerning the manufacture of

oreelain.

VII.—(Eaneml remarks of s technical character,

From this work the following short summary Las been
‘prepared ; but it will be seen that from want of apecimens
torefer o, nnd from the inherent obseurity of technical terms
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when translated into another language, 1ittle information is
to be derived from it

The invention of pottery in China is referred by native
writera to the legendary Emperor Hwang-ti, who is stated to
have oommenuagehia reign of a hundred years in 2697 B.C.
A subsequent Emperor Yu-ti-shun (2255 B.C)) is stated to
have himself made pottery before he ascended the throne.

This must have been mimple pottery, possibly glazed ;
but we have no precise information as to the kind manu-
factured. Some of the specimens may have resembled what
is known as Egyptian poreelain, which is an opaque silicecus
composition, covered with brilliant glnzes of various colours,
and sometimes painted. This Egyptian porcelain is stated
to have been invented as early as the =ixth Egyptian
dynasty.

The manufacture nf porcelain proper, in China, iz con-
sidered to have commenecasd ander Han dynasty, between,
206 B.C. snd 87 A.D,

The progreas of the manufacture seems to hnve bean alow.
Under the Wei dypasty (A D. 220-265) two manufactories
are recorded as supplying poreelain for imperisl wse. Under
the Tein dynassty (AD. 265419} the vessels are slated to
have been blue in colour, and were highly esteemed. M.
Julien mentions that under the Sui dynasty (A.D. 581-618)
a green porcelain was made. to take the place of n vitrified

“material of which the composition had been lost.

Under the Tang dynesiy {A.D. 618-907) we hear more
of the manufacture, and eix different porcelsins are men-~
tioned. Ona of these is stated to have resembled jade or
ice, another is noticed ns blue, and two others as white,
Two celebrated makers, Tao-yu and Ho, sre mentioned
a8 being famous for their works.

During the reign of the Emperor Chin-tswng, of one of
the lesser dynasties (A.D. 54}, n celebrated porcelain was
made in the province of Ho-pan ; it is described as heing
blue as the sky, shining aa a looking glass, thin as paper,
and givinga sound like & musical stone, the only defect
being that the feet of the pieces were of a coarse and yellow
paste. The colour of these vases is aaid to have originated
in an order of the Emperor Chin-tsung, that, for the foture,
the porcelain for tle palace should be “blue as the sky
after rain when seen belween the clouds.” This porcelain
appears to be 80 much esteemed in Chinas, that even frag-
ments are treasured up and set a8 personal crnaments,

During the Sung dyoasty (AD. 960-1279) the manum-
facture received still grester development, or more details



