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ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

YWrew you asked ma to deliver the Insngural Address
on this peeasion, T recognized that I owed this compli-
ment to the fact that I was the official representative of
Amprics—and in sslecting a subjset I ventored to think
that I mipght intarest you for an hour in a brief atudy in
popular government, as illustrated by the life of the
most American of all Americans. I therefore offer no
apology for asking your attention to Abraham Lincoln
— io his unique ¢haracter and the part he bora in two
important aechievernents of medern history : the preserve-
tion of the intogrity of the American Union and the
amancipation of tho eslored race.

During hiz brief term of power he was probably the
object of more abuse, vilification, and ridicule than any
other man in the world ; but when hafall by the hand of
an assasgin, at the very moment of his stupendous vie-
tory, all the nations of the earth wied with one another
in paying homage to his eharacter; and the thirty-five
years that have sines elapsed have established his place
in hiptory as one of the great henefactors not of his own
country slona, bot of the human race.

COne of many noble ntterances pon thae eceasion of his
death was that in which “ Punch ¥ made its magnani-
mous recantation of the spirit with which it had pursued
him : —
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“ Beaide this ¢orpae that bears for winding sheet
The stara and stripeas he lived to rear anew,
Between the monrners ab his hesd and feat,
Bay, acurrile jester, ia there room for you?
“ Yes, he had lived to shame me from my emeer,
To lame my pencil, and confate my pen —
To meks me owr this hind — of princes pecr,
Thia rall-aplitter— u ttue horn king of men.”
Fiotion can furnish ne match for the romanes of hia lifa,
and biography will be searched in vain for such startling
vicissitudes of fortuns, 20 preat power and glory won out
of such humble beginnings and adverss cirewmstances.

Troubtless you are gll familinr with the salient points
of hiz extraordinary caresr. In the zenith of his fama
he was the wise, patient, courageous, sucessefal rmler of
men; axercising more powsr than any monarch of his
time, not for himeelf, bat for the good of the penple who
had placed it in kis hands ; commanderin-chief of a vast
military power, which waged with nltimate suecesa the
greatest war of the eentury; fhe trinmphant champion
of popular government, tho deliverer of fonr millions of
his fellow men from bondege; homored by mankind as
ftatesman, Presidank, and Liberabor.

Tet ua glance now at the first half of the brief life, of
which this was the glorious and happy consummation.
Nothing could be more sgualid and miserable than the
home in which Abraham Lineoln was born—a one-
roomed cabin without floor or window in what was then
the wilderness of Kenfnueky, iz the heart of that frontier
life which swiftly moved westward from the Alleghanies
to the Mississippi, elways in advance of schools and
churches, of books and money, of railroads and news-
p:apera, of all things which are geoerally regarded as the
comforts and even necessaries of life. His father, igno-
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tant, needy, and thriftless, content if he eould keep sonl
and body together for himeslf and his family, was ever
geeking, -without saccess, to better his unhappy condition
by moving én from one such gcene of dreary desolation
to another. The rode soeciety which surrounded them
wos nobt much better. The struggle for existence was
hard, and abeorbed all their energies. They were fighting
the forest, the wild beast, and the retreating savage.
From the time when he could barely handle tools until
he attained his majority, Lineoln’s life was that of a
gimple farm laborer, poorly clad, housed, and fed, st
work either on hig father’s wretched farm or hired out to
neighboring farmers. But in apite, or perhaps by means,
of this rude environment, he grew to be a stalwart giant,
reaching six feet four at nineteen, and fabulows stories
ars told of his feats of strength. With the growth of
this mighty frama began that strange edusation which in
hig ripening years wag o gqualify him for the preat des-
tiny that awaited him, aod the developmont of those
mentel faculties and morsl endowments which, by the
time he reached middle life, were to make him the saga-
cious, patient, and trivmphant leader of a great nation in
the eripia of its fate. His whole scliooling, obtained dor-
ing such odd times 09 conld be spared from grinding Iabor,
did not amount in all %0 a3 much &8 one year, and the
quality of the teaching was of the lowest possible grade,
including only the elements of reading, writing, and ei-
phering, But cut of thess simpls eloments, when rightly
used by the right man, edueation is achieved ; and Lip-
coln knew how to use them. As so often happens, ha
seemed to take warning from his father’s wnfertunate
example, Untiring industry, an insatiable thirst for
knowledge, and an evergrowing desira to rise above his
surroundings, wore early manifestationa of his charaeter.
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Books were almost nnknown in that community, but
the Bible was io avaery houss, and somehow or other * Pil-
grim’s Progress,” * Asop’s Fables,” a “ History of the
United Btates,” and a* Life of Washington ¥ fell into his
hands. He trudged on foot many miles throngh the
wildernoss to borrow an Enpglish Grommar, and is said
to have davoured greodily the comtenta of the Statutes
of Indiana that fell in his way. These few volumes he
read and re-resd — and his power of assimilation was
great. To be shut in with a few books and to master
them thoroughly sometimes doss mora for tho develop-
meut of character than freedom to range ab large, ina
curdory and indisgriminate way, through wide domains
of literature. Thia youth’s mind, at any rate, was
thoroughly saturated with Biblisal knowladge and Bibli-
cal langnage, which, in after life, he used with great
rogdingss and effect  Dut it was the sonstant use of the
little knowledge which he bkad that developed and exzer-
cized lis mental powers. Affer the hard day's work
was dona, while others slept, he ioiled on, always read-
ing or writing. From an early age lhe did hia own
thinking and made up his own mind —invalusble trits
in the foture Preaident. Paper was zuch a searce com-
modity that, by the evening firalight, he would write and
siphar on the back of a wooden shovel, and thon shave
it off to make room for more. By and by, az he ap-
proached manhood, ho began speaking iz the rude gath-
erings of the ngighborhood, and so lnid the foundation
of that art of persuading hia fellow men which was one
rich result of his edueation, and ons great secrat of his
pubsoguent suceass.

Accugtomed as we are in these daya of steam and
telegraphs to hava every intelligant boy sorvey the
whole world each morning before breakfast, and inform
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himself as to what is poing on in every nation, it is
hardly possible to eonoeive how benighted and isclated
was the condition of the community at Pigeon Creek in
Indiana, of which the family of Lincoln’s father formed
a part, or how eagerly an ambitions and high-spirited
boy, sach as he, must have yearned to escape. The first
glimpss that he ever got of any world beyond the nar-
row confines of his home was in 1828, at the age of
ninetean, when a neighbor employed him to accompany
his son down the river to New (drleans to dispose of a
flat-boat of produes — 3 commission which he discharged
with great succoss,

Bhortly after his retorn from this his firat exenzsion
into the outer world, his father, tired of failure in In-
diana, packad his family and all hiz worldly goods into
& single wagon drawn by two yoks of ozen, and affer a
fourteen days' tramp throngh the wilderness, pitched
his samp onece more in Ilnois, Hero Abrebam, having
coma of aga-and being now his own master, rendared the
last sorvice of his minority by ploaghing the fifteen-acre
lot and splitting from the tall walnut trees of the pri-
meval foreat emough rails to surround the little clearing
with a fenre. Suech was the meapra outfit of this coming
leader of men, at the age when the future British Prime
Minister or statesman emerges from the university as
a double first or senior wrangler, with every advantage
that high training and brosd cnlture and assoeciation
with the wisest and the best of men snd women can
give, and entera upon some form of public servies on
the road to usefulness and honor, the University course
being only the first stage of the public training. So
Lincoln, at twenty-one, had just begun his preparation
for the public life to which he scom began to aspire,
For some yoars yet he must continue to earn his daily



