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VimeEst wos born in Gau), and, like mony of his
eantempnrarien, wfler having lived in the world, felt
drawn fo the greater strictoesa of the religious life.
He therefure sought and obtnined admittence to the
eelebrated Abbey on the island of Lering in the Medi-
terranean, opposite Caones. Here he became 3 menk
and was opleined prest, oeotming alwe e of the
foremost of that band of learped and laboriouz men
who formed and trained o many hshops and leaderes
ef the Church in the troublous times of the fifth con-
tary. i desth tock place about a.p, 450,

The mecompanying treatise was weitien, as Vineent
tells us himself, o 1., ' o refresh hie wonk memary™
a8 to what he had read in the writings of the Fathers,
whenee the title * Commoriforiem ;" and, further, ta
et forth how to find out the freud of heretics, and
ta escape thelr snares," He mentions then “twe
mannor of ways by God®s aseistance to defemd and pre-
perve his faith ; fiest, by &b oaddoredy of the dow of God
[ie. Holy Beripture ]| secondly, by ke fradition of fh
Catholie Churek."

He points oot the necessity of tradition, althoupgh
Holy Beripturs be porfect and “most abundantly of
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itaelf suffieient for all things ;" becanse every herekio
expounds it after hin own faehion,

The rule for ascertaining what to believe is ta held
that which hus been believed “ sperywkers, elways, and
of all men "' (for that is troly and properiy Cashaolic),
following '* Duiveraality, Antiguily end Conaent " [o- i
alao ehap. xxvil].

He proveeds to touch upon ¥arnous heresies, and
sketehea the Catholie deetrines of the Iscarnation apd
the Hely Trinity. On the subject of the development
of the Faith he lays down as o rule that there must
be sueh, but " in guch scrd thut it may be troly oo in-
crease in foith, and pet o chonge "' [ehan, x|,

These priccaples, belng such as the Chusch of Eng-
land has repeatedly npheld, have natarally led to Vin.
cent's being often quoted by her greanter theplogiasa,
arme of whose utterunces on these subjects are, na &
matier of interest, given in the Appendiz.

Toz propent edition in proctienlly o repring of the
Latin and English texts published st Oxford in 1641,
The two volumes oppearsd o & series of “Crxfurd
Editions" na they were ealled, of certain Doctringl and
Devotional works chicly by divines of the English
Church, such a5 Laud, Aadeewes, Bull, Patrick, sher-
lock, Jereeny Taylor, &e., with env or two others, such
as the ' Imitation " by Thoman A Kempis, the ! Confes-
sionsal B, Augustine,” and the Commenitorinm Finerndi
Lirinenais, The volumes were issind ander the direo-
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Hon of difforent editors, and were published st the
mme Lime s, and in o masner supplementary 1o, * The
Tracta for the Times." Tho ** Vincent of Lerina,” with
some fow of the othérs, s far &8 khey had been
published, were thus referred o in 0 notice appended
to most of the recent Tracta 12 that Berios :—

“The following works, all ln single volomes of pamplilets,
and recently poblinled, wall be tonnd, mors or bese, o uphiold
or elueidate the geornl dootrinesd [nowlantad o thess Tracts ™

The English translation wos issuei withent an editor’s
name, hut the following necount of it sppesrod in the

prefase ;=—

“The present traoalation is & revicon of ooe pohifshed i
16851, nod preserved in the Bodleion. (Bvo. I 20L Line) 10
boas i porte been allered considersbly, with the Intention of
bringing it mearer bo the onginal, The eitcaot from Bisbop
Daveridgn hae been placed In the commencomont, inatead
of In ita order in the Approdiz, 4 Lirming & suitable introdsc-
tlom to the argament of Vingentina,™

In reprinting i, Litle mors has born done than
verifyiug, nod io o few cases augmenting, the texts of
Beripture, and in revising the beads of the chapters so
s to bring them into conformity with the Latin text,

The Laotin text followed has been that which waos
maged at the sawe fime ns the teanslation. The hend-
ings of chuptors omitted in thei beve besn ndded
actording to the edition of Buluzius ia 1863, which
more recent editors, such as Xlupfel, Horter, &o., con-
sader the best, hin text having boen eompiread with the
chief M 3. vow in on¢ of the Pury Livrarics
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