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T THE

EVER-VIRGIN QUEEN MARY,

Immacolote and First Patroness of these States, whose Tiower is the
WHOLE NEW WORLD,

And by Excellence, the Best it Contains in the
NORTHERN PRAIRIFKE VALLEY,
Watered by her awn “Hiver of the ImstacuraTe CoNcerTion,”
And Boanded, towards the Setting Sun, by the
WALLS OF OUR ROCEY MOUNTAINS,
Inlaid with Gobd, Sllver, and Precims Stones,
Emblematlc all of what weo woold offet
OUR ONLY QUEEXN,

This 5llght Attempt to Mirror Forth
HER YVIRGIN LANDS, is Dedi-
cated, with all the Efusion
af his Henet and with all
the Avdor of his Inmast
Samil, by her forever
DeverepCrionT,

TRE Avrion,

Mav,

15,
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SIX SEASONS ON QUR PRAIRIES,

A PREFATORY AMAY

T _.‘I.'l., AS on the first of May, in the vear of grace
plﬁb.. we three—a practical Irish Kentucky
dfarmer, his sturdy son. a voung man of gmul
lmiL] sense, sl an ulu]f_[ I..Ll..h..!-.h!hl.'lC—F-IEl.ltl."d
to travel North and West by the circuitons but
interesting route, across Sovthern Indiana and
Illinens, and from 5t, Lowis by water to the other
saintly city in Minnesota, We went sight-seeing and
health-sceking, as well as on business intent, to sceure
personal knowledge of praivie farming, by “doing™
the Northwestern Catholic Colunies—with possible
and probable choice of new homes for some families
who were wearing out both patience and goad Irish
and American muscle on Middle-Kentucky farms
Iving back from the Ohio, and cut off from railroad
lines. The agitation for the migration of Catholies
from the erowded cities East, and the poorer agricul-
tural districts Sounth, was inaugurated fonrteen or fit-
teen yvears ago. The plan was carried into execution
hr:..'uu:l the :'Lﬁsg_ai!‘i:-gippi River, so that we God a more
or less connected system of plantings seattered in
every State hordering its western banks,  Practical
lavmen have joined hands with practical prelates all



