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PREFACE

OFFER this book with mingled feelings of hesita-

tion and of hope.  Much of my own religions life
and experience is contained within its covers, and for
this reason I eannot help shrinking from revealing that
which 1s personally dear and sacred.  On the other
hand, I hope that thoughts which have brightened my
own life and which lave sustained others when
uttered may also he helpful when read.

The unity of this volume lies in its subject-matter,
Religion in its relation Lo Life.  As both these words
are words of unending richuess and variety, the dis-
cussion of them must bear the same characteristics.
We cannot grasp religion in its tolality any more than
we can grasp life.  In attempting to do so we suceeed
in laying hold only of a pale abstraction, the ghost of
both., What we may aim at is depicting certain
phases of the great deama of man’s life in the presence
of the Infinite which we have torn from reality and
have invested with the spirit and breath of our own
sonls.  As this book is fraukly, avowedly, and positively
Christian, I have established it as far as possible on
texts of the Scriptures. Some of these studies deal
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with the social aspeets of religion, with the mighty
spirit of aspiration and unrest which penctrates the
world to-day, and with the difficult problems presented
to Christianity by the tendencies of contemporary so-
ciety.  Some chapters are concerned with the problem
of the personal life, Others discuss important phases
of the life and teaching of Jesus, the meaning of lis
death and the reality of his resurrection.  The method
I have eluployed is the only one I know, the suppression
of no truth and the ignoring of no felt difficulty,
sineerity and stmplicity of statement, and the unosten-
tatious use of what knowledge 1 possess. 1 am keenly
awanre how little rveal originality this or any other
serious and comprehensive statement of such themes
an boast at the present day. Every one of these
great thoughts has come down to us through countless
other minds.  All that we ean hope to attain is the
application of old truths to new conditions or new
statements of the eternal problems.  As this work s
most simple in character and intended to be popular in
its use, I have refrained from burdening its pages with
references and quotations, and in preparing it 1 have
intentionally avoided consulting the works of other
men.  Yet I am deeply sensible of how much 1 owe
to such works, and 1 uvi-un’_)‘.\']t.'ilgl' in advance any
obligntions which may be detected by the well-
readl.

There are two qualities of this work to whicle T may
be permitted to eall sttention.  Tis estimates of
Christianity and of the person and character of Jesus



FREFACE

are based on a lifelong study of the New Testament and
upon a fair knowledge of the methods and results of
modern eriticism, while the parts bearing upon human
life have been written in the light of an unusnal oppor-
tunity to study the lives and consciences of men and
women.  The result of this twofold teaining is a faith
that rests on some knowledge and on much CXperienes,
and T ask the reader to heliove that when T describe
the effeets of religious belief on human life T am not
speaking of that which I do not know. There is no
peace so deep as the peace of God and the normal
cffeet of this costly possession is the heightening of all
our physical and spiritual fueulties, access to all that is
deepest and most beautiful in human nature and an
cager desire to extend to others the blessings we have
received. Az for our Lord and Savieur Jesus Christ.
the better he is understood the more he will be loved
and adored.  We do not begin to realize how much we
owe to him.  The old rationalistic attempt to bring
Jesus down to our level has crumbled by reason of its
inherent weakness and beeanse he ever escapes us and
towers above us.  For a long time no new *liberal ™
Life of Jesus will be written by men sufficiently in-
structed to be able to undertake this arduous and
frintless task.  While the spirit and the influence of
Jesus were never more apparent in human lite than
they are to-day, his person has receded to his own
century and to his solitary and unique place in human
history.  What remains for us is not to bring Christ
np from the dead. but to eonseerate ourselves to him
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under whose banner every thinking man must ulti-
mately march and to cause his ideals to he realized in

this world.
Frwoun WoRcEST .

Framanuel Clinrich, Baston,
Nowember, 1814,



Part 1

SOCIAL ASPECTS OF RELIGION
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CHRIBTIANITY AN THE SOCIAL QUESTHON

For the Son of man i come to seck and sve thal which was lost.
—=l, Lk xiw: L

ONDERFUL a5 Jesus” teaching was, the impres-

sion he produced on the world was not by word
alone,  He found himsell in o world of <in and misery
which he ever drew closer and eloser to himself, and in
which he still dwells as its embodied conscience. No
thought is oftener i our minds than whether Jesos
would approve our conducl. No question is more
carnestly asked than what would Jesus think of this or
that fauet of our modern life,

He did not deny the reality of this world, nor pre-
temd that it is the hest possible world, nor did he say
that man is a perfect being.  But he offered us a re-
ligion of redemption and of progress.  To the intel-
leetual needs of man he offered o religion so pure, so
simple, so vital, so free from superstition and unreason
that it has ever been the chiel source of light and of
progress Lo the nations that have accepted it.
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