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01 pwp New Mackiac:

WIETH

COPIOUS EXTRACTS

FROM

Marquette, Hennepin, La Hontan, Alexander Henry,
AND OTHERS.

* Heanlgous Isle ! Ising of thee,
Mackinae, my Mackinac;
Thy lake-bound shores | love 1o see,

Mackinae, my Mackinac,

From Asch Rock's height and shelving steep

To western cliffs asd Lover's Leap,

Where memaries of the lost one sleep,
Mackinac, my Mackinac,

Thy nerthern shore trod Lritish foe,
Mackinae, my Mackinae ;
That day saw gollant [Tolmes lnid low,
Mackinae, my Mackinac,
MNow Freedom’s g above thee waves,
Anid puards the rest of fallen hraves,
Their requiem sung by Huron's waves,
Mackinac, my Mackinnc."

By REV. J. A, VAN FLEET, M.A.
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PREFACE,

N the preparation of this ftde volume, 1 have carefully exam-
I ined the fellowing works:  MHelmes's American Annals, two
wilumes ; Robertson's History of America; Bancrofi’s United States,
Bell's Canada, two valumes 3 Albach's Annals of the West; Lahn-
man's Michigan ; Shellon's Early Michigan; Historical and Scien-
tific Skelches of Michigan; Neill's Minnesota; Smith’s Wisconsin,
three volumes; Wynne's General History of the Dridsh Empire
Fogers’s Concise Accoant of North America; Dillon’s Early Settle-
ment of the North-westeen “Tercitory ;. Heriot’s Canada; Parkman's
Pontiac; Parkman's Discovery of the Great West; Schooleraft's
Waorks, complete; Documentary History of New York. complete;
Palmer's Historiea) Fegister, 18r4; Shea's Discovery amd Explo-
ration of the Mississippi; also, Shea's Catholic Missions; Henne-
pin La Hontan, bwo velomes ; Chaclevolz, two volumes ; Alexander
Henry; Carver; Disturnell; Newecoml's Cyelopaedia of Missions;
American Misslons to (e Teathen; Geological Reports by Fosler
and Whitney, and by Professor Winchell; Thatcher’s Indinn Biog-
raphy, two volunes; Sirickland’s OUl Mackivaw: Drake’s North-
ern Lakes and Southern Invalids 5 nlso, Diseases of the Mississippl
Valley, by the same anthor.

I am also greatly [ndebted to Messrs, Ambroze aml William
Cravenport, for a aletailed account of the War of 1812 in its con-
nection with this dslanl.  These gentlemen were bova of from

twelve to fifteen years of nge at the time, and were eye-witnesses
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of all that passed.  Thew accourt agrees, in every important partie-
ular, with the official returns of Commodore Sinclair and Colonel
Croghan; but is, of course, much more nidnute,

Several other citizens of the place have likewise resdered val-
walile assistance in matters flling withia the scope of their reeol-
lection, 1 also desive to acknewledge my oblization to Edgar
Conkling, s, of Magkinae City, for valvable notes and sugpes-
tions, ol o W, I Mills, M, Ik, of Fort Mackinac, and Rew,
J. M. Arnald, of Detrodt, for assistanee in getting the work through
the pross.

This bock has been prepared to mect o want bong felt and ofien
expressed by the many who theong this island in quest of healih
or pleasure during the Summer. That it may accomplish this end,

i Lhe earpest wish of the anihor.
J. AV

Mackinac, Fudy 4, 1870



CHAPTER L

JESUIT HIETORY,

HE first pale-faces who ventored into the region stretching
around the greal lakes, were Jesuil missionaries. OFf these,
the first who elaim a notice here are the Ifathers Charles
Raymbaull and Tsane Jogues.  In 1641, these two men visited
the Chippewas at the Sault, and established 0 mission among
them : but Raymbaull soon afier el a viclim o consumpiion,
and the enterprise was abandoned,  Desperate Todian wars,
which soon followed, prevented any furlber attempt to establish
5




& OLD AND MNEW MACKINAC,

missions mmong the Indians around the lakes for nearly thirty
years,

In the Spring of 16638, the lustrious Father James Mar
quette was ordered to repair 1o the (Mlawa Mission, as that
around Lake Superior was then called, Arvriving ac the Sault,
he planted his cabin at the foot of the rapids, oo the American
sicle, wnd began his work, 1o the following year he was joined
by Father Dablon, Saperior of the mission, and by their nnieed
exertions i church was soon bailt.  "This was the first permanent
settlement made on the soit of Michizan,

Diaring that same year, Bargquete repaired 1o Lapoiote, near
the western extremity of Lake Seperior, leaving [ablon o con-
tinue the mission af the Sault,. When he arrived at his pew field
of labor, he found several Indian villages, ooe of which was
composed of Hurons, whe, several years before, had dwell, for
a short time, on Mackinae Island.

Previous to leaving the Sault, Marquette had heard vague
reports of the ¥ Great River,” and had formed the design of one
day exploring it, avd preaching the gospel to those far-off nations
who dwelt upon its bapks,  That he might carry out this desizn,
he obtained, while at Lapoinie, an Illincis captive, and  dili-
pently studied the Tanguage, hoping that he would be permitted
to visit that people in the fotlowing Fall.  Dut in this he was
doomed to disappointment, A war which broke out between
the Sioux and the Hurons and Ottawas, compelled the two last
mentioned triles te leave Lapointe and seck n mew home,
Marquette's lot was cast with the Hurons, who embarked in
their frail canoes, descended he rapids of St Mary’s, and *re-
membering the rich fisheries of Mackinac, resolved to return to
that pebbly strand.”  Having fixed upon a place of abede, the
missionary’s first thought was the ¢stablishiment of a mission for
the spiritual good of his savage fellowers. While making the
necessary preparations for lhe erection of a chapel and the per-
manent founding of his colony, he dwelt on this island,

The following extract is from a letter written by Marguette
in 16y1, and published in the Refedions des Foesnits of that year:



