THE SCIENCE OF PRACTICAL
PENMANSHIP: OR THE ANALYSIS OF
TASTE AND FREEDOM; PROSPECTUS

OF THE NEW YORK AND NEW
ORLEANS WRITTING ACADEMIES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649488643

The Science of Practical Penmanship: Or The Analysis of Taste and Freedom; Prospectus of the
New York and New Orleans Writting Academies by Thomas P. Dolbear

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



THOMAS P. DOLBEAR

THE SCIENCE OF PRACTICAL
PENMANSHIP: OR THE ANALYSIS OF
TASTE AND FREEDOM; PROSPECTUS

OF THE NEW YORK AND NEW
ORLEANS WRITTING ACADEMIES

ﬁTrieste






THE SCIENCE

OF

PRACTICAL PENMANSHIP,

0B,

THR ANALYHIA OF

TASTE AND FREEDOM.

TLLYETRATED BY TWENTY-FOUR FLATEH.

—

SEFENTH FDITION,

s —

PUBLISHED EY
THOMAS P. DOLBEAR,

AT THE
REW.TOHE WRITING ACADEMY, 23 AROATWAY,

NATCHEZ :
LEYI NDLBEAR.

NEW-ORLEANS:
RUFUE DOLBEAR & J. W. DOLBEAR,

_

1854,



PREFACE.

Ox the appearance of & new work, patticularly one
desigmed for schools, the ficst inguiry genernlly s for
its puzsport to public eoufidence.

Utility ia the oily one which the present work elaims;
but, afier 50 meny works have already appenred omn this
pabiect, it will perhops ba thoupht difficuls {0 sustain
¢ven such a claim.

The ateempt to imprave the CarMairjan aysem of
Writing, after it han by il own merite, found its way
to public fawvor in Englan], Feanca, Germany, and the
Uupited Btatea, would seem o nesull frore presumpdtion
or & short-gighted vanily ; but a coreful comparison of
the two works, it ie believed, will rerove soch oo opi-
nion with all who are willing w juwige of their merits
gnly by their contente and arrangement.

Cotatairs hae done mucd, doubtless more than any
_other suthor, o improva the manner of teaching the exe-
eution of writing. Ay the first to discover and publish
to the world w methed of teoching writing by three
different movements, he has placad himeelf among the
bencfaciors of mankind. His wordt haa had great in-
fuence in convineing the public that & change was
necessary in the manner of leaching wnting. It 14 to
lom wa are indebted for such suggestione as have led
us to an inveatigation of the suhject, and the conzequent
adoption of the present ayslem, so far ag exscution is
concerned,
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But although Carsiairs hrs many axesllences, he s
also defective in matier and arTangement,

Though his own idess may have been correct, hia ex-
planations are ofien ambigue.  Ha olserved that the
beat business writors ueed a movement prodused by
other joints than those of the fingers, but by mistaking
the effcct for the coose, he Ascribes (bis movement W@
the band and fore-arm mstesd of the shiulder, and by
this error has led mony to mupposc he meant & loteral
or gwinging movement of the fore-arm. Ey tha term
dand ond fors-arm maement, he doubtiear means thet
play of the arm and ahonller which wa have denommi=
nated the mascnlor sovenent, lor I directs betbers o ba
made by it, although the fore-arm movement alone can
never forrn [etters. Hecawes the fhre-arm rests sn the
muscled, e soems to have sonchuded that l.he MOTErnent
wad prodoced My them.,

He directs the fingera te Le weed, bot doer not sxplain
the manrer of uring (hean; aod ae they can be used in s
waricty of ways, the popil jv quits g8 liable (0 adopt the
wrong oa the right method. Nopa of the subsequent
publizations have sapphed ihe defects, or removed the
embiguiting of C natdirs,

During an experience of some years, we have found
that those who bave bean unmicesaefol in learning to
wnie complamn of dificulties quits different in charnc-
ter and location, Finding uil efforts to impart facility
and dispatch nnevailing whila any of thess remained,
we have in vain searched both European and American
works for an appropriata yemedy, Thongh they con-
tain directions for avoiding sorme of them, they lepve tha
learner linble to fall into others squally ebjestionable,
Over the greatest dificulties theay seem Lo bave gained o
eonguest only by shuoning them.
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Volumes hate been pomponsly swelled to quarios
Bod ociavos; yet they are filled to & greai extent with
apeculations ahowf instrustion, and sbout srrers of in-
sruction without giving instruction itsslf They are
80 wanting in particularity, &3 o convey only a fbw
general notione; snd are cherefore, in potut of practical
utility, little better than & aet of copy alipa

Dircctiona the most opposite in character have becn
advoeated with equal zeal, and the instretione of ons
teacher eondemned as erroneoun by the next.

This disparity of opinion is expensive to parents, in-
Jjurtous to pupils, and nn evidence of the defective con-
dition of the prevelent mode of inatruction.

That there is at present i this aubjeet no soitable
text book for sebinola 13 gonerelly ndmitted. A desirs 10
supply a0 necessary & pequisits is beliewed w be o suffi-
clent apalogy for the appeavange of the present work.

Believing it important Lo the cemsa of educetion thet
the principles of this art ba sctiled on such basis ar ghall
lead all teachars to uniformily in their inasiroclions, we
hove endeavored to treat the subjert in soch menner
as shall convince everg unprejudioed mind of its cor-
reddness,

Awnre that to have 4 syatém permanently adopted,
it muet accord with the lawe of orgonization, we have la-
bored to have it based on the Mundation of nalare, rather
thatt gn the uncertpnty of ipdiridusl cpinion: believing
thet by referring every principle as far as possible to
such evidence, it would revnove All deubt and exhibit the
system in the light of truth, On doubtful points we
have ngither condernned on a single appannt exception,
nor apgoved on the resalt of an individual axperiment ;
but the moltiplied experiments of five teachern during
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a period of nearly ten years, aided by the mutual inter-
change of views and opinions, have been the test by
which every point has been decided.  No prineiple hag
boen settled until reason and experiment have lod to nod-
formity of opinion, |

But why all this ghow and verbuosity about nertes,
muscles, de. pupils ey lemrn witbout 1. We an-
swer, they may learn withoot i, but thay may fail in the
attemnpt 82 thonsends have, by ettempting to remove &
dificulty without Enowing wbers or sdal that dificolty
was, Our object ban been lo Lreat the subject 80 fuliy
thal they cam lenrm

Tha indoctivaplan has besn puraued through the whols
worls, to auil it ta the development of the youthful mind.

To prevent ooe thing being forgodien while learning
ancther, esch principle i reduced to practice as soon e
learned. The urshaded lavge hand is Fiven for the uss
of the black-boanl and slate.

In adopling a meyle of lettrr for ronoing hoand, the ol
ject hns been to mive such &n ooe oz coold be Writien
with the greatest rapidity,

The analysis of the loop snd eppital lattare will con-
duee not lesy (o the beauly and woiformity of the wrrit-
ing thun to the progress of the learner.

Bome of the mosl impordant questions have besn re-
peated in different paris of ibe work., Cther repatitions
have bean uscd whers tha cloze connexion of the aukbject
seemad to require.

For having devisted from the path of our predeces-
#oma by introducing so much matter not found in other
works of tha kind, our only apology ia, that we have
dons 8o from & convietion of ils itaportancs; with what
propriety is laft to the desision of an intelligent pyblic.

New- Yerk, December, 1836,
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