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PREFACE.

Amoye the many important inguiries relating to the social
condition of men, which now ocoupy contemplative thinkers,
aa well as practical statesmen, both in Europe and this coon-
try, that eoncerning protection and free trade is among the
most interesting, sinee it touches the vital agencies of eivil-
ized existence.

The various branches of the subject are so implicated with
each other, that it is not sasy to come to satisfactory results
in any part, without taking & view of the whole; and, at
the same time, the subject is one upon which, under our
political institutions, it is requisite that all men who take
gn interest in politieal affairs (and who does notl) should

form an opinion.

It occurred to me that the inquiry might be facilitated by
presenting and contrasting the propositions on both sides, in



v INTRODUCTION.

8 plain, concise form, intelligible to those not particularly
conversant with discossions of the sort, as well as to thosa
who are so. I have sccordingly sttempted, in this epitome,
80 to present them.

My only intarest in the subject, is that which I have in
commorn with every citizen who expects to live in the coun-
try himself, while he shall live, and hopes 10 leave repre-
sentatives in it afterwards, for whom bhe is bound to ecare;
and that interest is not amall, for the welfare of ench of us,
snd esch of them, will be essentially affected by that of
the community. My direet personal interest, lies, indeed,
entirely on the side of °° lt-alone,” for the attention I give
to the subject at this time, Is @ material sacrifice, as well

&s inconvenismes Lo me.

T should be happy to believe that thers is litle st stake,
and that the doctrives of free trade do pot tend directly to
the distress, decay, and political subordination and degra-
dation of this country, and the too great entanglement of
its industry and interests with thoss of other mations. But
it has not happened to me in thus develing my stiention
more particularly to these inquiries, as it did some thirty
years sge. Being then imbued with that economical ereed
which is taught in our publie seminaries, I had occasion to
attempt its vindication, against the aggressions then supposed
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to be made on commeree by the useful arts, through protec-
tive legislation ; and I had the good fortane or misfortuns, on
investigating tha subject anew, to convert myself to the opin-
ions I had undertaken to combat. I came ocut with the
thorough comviction that the science, which seemed wo lumi-
nous to those st the feet of the Gamaliels, consisted very
much of groundless pestulates and sophistry. I counld not
divest myself wholly of 2 feeling of resemtment at having
been imposed wpom. It is possible that this sentiment may
sometimes tinge my phraseclogy. If it does so, I will rely
upon your secepling the eauss ss my apolagy, if you are
not on the side of free trade; if yon are upon that mide,
you will ke it in good part, without any spelogy, for no
persons are less sparing, than the advocates of that doctrine,
in applying uncomplimentary epithets w such a8 cannot say
# Bhibboleth.” 1 am, however, assured by friends who have
been kind emough to look over my procfshests with me,
that I have mot committed any grave trespass in that way.
On again reviewing my ecofiomical studies for this epitoma,
T have not, as you will perceive in reading it, experienced
the least symptoms of a relapse into my early creed.

w. P
Bowtan, ArmiL, 1850.

‘.
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