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Preface.

THE Committes of the General Assembly on Aids
to Devotion was originally appointed in 1849, for
the purpose of drawing up forms of Secial Wor-
ship, according to the usage of the National
Church of Scotland, for Seldiers, Satlors, Colonists,
and other persons who are deprived of the ordinary
services of a Christian Ministry. In pursuance of
this object, the Committee published in 1859, a
collection of * Prayers for Social and Family Wor-
ship,’ which, having speedily attained a very wide
diffusion, and met with a highly gratifying appre-
ciation among the members of the Church, both at
home and in the colonies, received in 1863 the
sanction of the General Assembly.

Encouraged by the favourable reception of their
previous labours, and urged by numerous solicita-
tations which were addressed to them, the Com-
mittee were induced to prepare another volume,
consisting exclusively of Prayers for Family Wor-
ship, and adapted, not to any particular class, but
to the general circumstances of all Christian house-
holds. In doing so, they availed themselves of the
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Family Prayers contained in their previous publi-
cation. But these were supplemented by a great
number of additional prayers, which the General
Assembly of 1864 allowed to be appended to
them, so as to render the work more generally
acceptable and useful as a MANUAL OF FAMILY
DEvoTION. And there was prefixed to the col-
lection, by authority, a Pastoral Letter of the Gene-
val Assembly to the People of Scotland on Fawily
Warship,

In complying with the demand for a New IEdi-
tion of this volume, the Committee cannot refrain
from cxpressing their gratification with the large
measuite of public support and approbation which
it has already received. They have also peculiar
satisfaction in announcing, that it 1s now re-issucd,
not as hitherto with the mere permission, but (as
will be seen from the annexed Deliverance) with
the authority and hearty recommendation of the
Suprcine Ecoclesiastical Court of the Church of
Scotland. And their earnest praver is, that it
may, by the blessing of God, be greatly conducive
to the furtherance of domestic picty throughout
the land.

In name of the Committee,

THOS. J. CRAWFORD, D.D.
Convener.

N.B.—Some parsages in the prayers are enclosed within
brackefs, fo indicate that they may be omitied, either when
they are unsuitalle, or when greafer brevity is desired.



Deliberances of the Greneral Assembly of the
Chureh of Scotlany on the Weports of theix
Committee on Hivg to DWebotion,

At Edinburgh, the Third day of June Eighteen
hundred and sixty-seven,

The which ay, the General Assembly of the Church of
Seotland being met and constitated, 2ufer afia, the Assembly
called for the Report of the Committee on Aids to Devation,
which was given in and read by Dr Crawford, the Convener,

It was moved, and seconded, and vnanimously agreed
to., that—

The Goneral Assembly zpprove of the Report, and re-
appoint the Committes, with Dr Crawfond as their Convener;
and instruet them, along with the Committes on Army and
Mavy Chaplains, to prepare and publish a small and part-
able selection from the ' Prayers for Social and Family Wor-
ship,” for the use of Presbylerians in the Army and Nayy,

The General Assembly learn with satisfaction, that the
Collection of Family Pravers for Four Weeks, and for Sacra-
mental and other special occasions, has been attended with
a remarkable measure of success, They authorise the Com-
mittee to stereotype this volume, so that it may be published
at a lower price; and they heartily recommend the use of it
to those who may require such aid to Family Devotion.

Extracted from the Records of the General Asgembly of
the Church of Seotland by

{Signed) Joun Coox, Cl Eecl Seot.



