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INTRODUCTION.

THE materials for the following work have
been ‘collected from a great number and
variety of books. It has been judged
better to avoid interminable references to
the sauthorities from which each item of
information has been obtained; but the
writer can conscientiously state, that no
circumstance, however mipute, is men-
tioned without, what he conceives to be,
sufficient authentication.

Among Lord Peterborough’s cotempo-
raries, there is hardly a writer of any
note who does not make mention of him,
and hardly a correspondence in which he
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does not figure. His name recurs fre-
quently in all Parliamentary and other
annals of the time, and many of his manu-
script letters are still extant,—a highly
interesting series of which, addressed to
General Stanhope, are here, by Lord
Mahon's kind permission, largely used. A
considerable number of his official letters,
also, many of them highly characteristic,
are to be found in the British Museum.
The writer of these pages was led to
search for more ample information on this
subject, and finally to embody it in a
memoir, by meeting accidentally with a
small and rare volume, called “ The
Trinmphs of Her Majesty’s Arms, both by
Sea and Land, under the conduct of his
Excellency Charles, Earl of Peterburgh
and Monmouth,” published 1707. This
cotemporary narrative confirms, in almost
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all particulzrs, those of Dr. Friend and
Captain Carleton, and in many respects is
more minute, and even more interesting,
than either of them.

Some brief but able biographical sketches
of Lord Peterborough already exist; they,
however, treat almost exclusively of his
military career, while the strange events of
his political and private life are hardly
touched upon.

The curious old book above mentioned
was an inducement to the writer of this
memoir to seek for more ample inform-
ation on the subject, from the interest which
it excited in his mind. Should he be for-
tunate enough to communicate a portion of
that interest to those whose eyes may meet
these pages, his labour will not have been

in vain,
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THE EARL OF PETERBOROUGH.

CHAPTER 1.

No writer of fiction would venture to creste a
charaoter 8o etrunge and contradictory as that of
Charles, Earl of Peterborough. His extraordinary
achicvements outvie the inventions of romance,
and his follies may almost claim the immunities of
insanity. Few men have ever been so strangely
gified, and, at the same time, so strangely de-
ficient. "While his splendid capacity and match-
less energy were constantly exhibited, they were
rarely rendered useful to his country, and never
to himeelf. Amidst the general corruption of the
powerful he was irreproachably disinterested, and
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