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PREFATORY NOTE

————

TeE Second General Council of the Presbyterian Alliance, held at
Philadelphia in September, 1880, adopted the following Minute as to
the mode of helping Continental Churches —

“The Council approve of the Report of the Committes, and record their thanks
to them for what they have done in the Waldensian Pastors’ Aid Fund, and
express their hope that that movement will be prosecuted to a closs, They
anthorise the Committes to take such steps as they may deem best to show
sympathy with the Bohemian and Moravisn Churches, on the ooeasion of the
Centenary of the Ediet of Toleration next yesr. The Council resolved that the
Committes shall consist of s European and an American section, to work in
concert, as follows: The Enropean Committee—J, A. Campbell, Esq, LLD,
M.P, and David Maclagan, Faq, C.A., Joint Conveners; Rev. Dr. John
Marshall Lang, Rev. Dr. Blaikie, Rev. Dr. Robertson, Rev. Dr. Dykes, Rev.
William Welsh, Rev. Dr. A, Thomson, Ilev, John 8 MacIntosh, Rev. W.
Gillies, Jumes Macdonald, Esq. The American Committea—Henry Day, Eeq,
Chairman ; Rev. Dr. Breed, Rev. Dr. Murkiand, Rev. Dr. Hall, of New York,
Rev. Dr. Van Nest, Hon. W, E. Dodge, Rev, Dr. Prime, Willinm Neely, Eaq., -
Rev. Dr. W. J. R. Taylor, Hon. Btanley Matthews.”

The European Committes of the Alliance, scting under the above
appointment, resolved to aim at reising a sum of £5000, in aid of the
Reformed Churches of Bohemia and Moravia, and the following pages
aro offered ns the writer's contribution to this effort. He trusts that
they may be of some servics in affording information to, and stimulating




[ PREFATORY NOTE.

the interest of the Christian public of Britain in the struggling Pro-
testantism of the “ Land of Huss.”

In connection with the movement, a Bazaar is to be held in the
Music Hall, Edinburgh, on 21st, 22nd, and 23xd December, 1882.

The objects which it 18 specially desired to aid from the funds thus
to be raised are:—(1.) The extension of the Reformed Church by
grants in aid of new Congregations and Preaching Stations {see p. 50
et seq); and (2.) The full equipment of the * Comenius Association”
(see p. 50), a society instituted by the Evangelical Pastors for the

creation and diffusion of Christian Literature.
J. MD.

Eomvevaen, 4h Decamber, 1982,
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BOHEMIA'S PRAYER,

C————

' In deepest need, in anguish sighing,
I ory to Thee, to Thee alone §
Were I to other help applying,
Vain were each prayer, esch suppliant groan.
My plaints, O Lord, ascend to Thes,
Oh gradomly give ear to ms,"




GLIMPSES OF BOHEMIA.

—_——
CHAPTER I
THE BOHEMIANS AND THEIR PAST.

SOHEMIA, as shown on the modern maps, usually
ineludes only the territory forming the present Aus-
trisn province of that name, but I take the name as
including the Austrian provinces of Moravia and
Bilesia, which also belonged to the Bohemian Crown.
Lusatia and Prussian Silesia having now been fully
Germanised, need not longer be kept in view, al-

ough they too wers Bohemian 250 years sago.

he Bohemians, or Czechs, are, a8 is well known, &
Slavenic race, although perhaps not without an
admixture of the Celtic blood, Their language is so closely allied to
Russian and Polish, that educated Bohemians have no diffieulty in
making themselves understood in these tongues. Bounded as Bohe-
mia is on the north by S8axony, on the west by Bavaria, and on the south
by the Duchy of Austria, all German countries, and governed by the
House of Hapsbuxg for more than three centuries and a-half, it is not
surprising to find a large German element in the population. Tn the
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