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The trwe povéraicturs of RICHARD WHITINGTON, thrise Lord Maior of
Lowdaw, o vertuous and gedly mar, full of goocd Worke fand those fomows) ; Re builded
the Gate of Lomdom, ealled Newegate, which defore was o miserable downgeon. e buslded
Whitington Colledge, & wode it an Almoss howse for poore people. Alw he buidded a
greate parte of ¢ heapitall of 8. Barth o1 in Westsmithfield in London. He also
Buiided the beawtifull Lilrary af 3¢ Gray Priers in London, called Chrivie's Hoapitail ;
Alve ke builded the Guilds Halle Chappell, and inereased a greate parte of the East
enile of thi sied Balle, biride many other good workes,
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- Neoww | think of the sonne

0f Merohandy—Richard of Whmm
That Loade sterre and chief choson i
What bath by him our Englund 'of boooure §
And what profit hath been of his viches ?
And yet lantath daily of his worthinesse,”
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THIS MEMOIR
OF ONE OF THE MOST
DISTINGUISHED MEN OF THEIR COUNTY,

" (IN THE HOPE THAT THE
EXAMFLE THEREIN CONTAINED MAY BE
EXTENSIVELY FOLLOWED,)
IS AFFECTIONATELY
DEDICATED TO THE YQOUTH OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE,
BY THEIR SINCERE FRIEND,

BAMUEL LYSONS.
Hempated Court,
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# &1 thynges in this book that ye shall rede,
Do na y¢ lyst, thore shall no manne you binda
Them to beleve ne surely as your crede ;
But notwithslanding oortes in my mynds,
I duarst well swere a2 true ye shall thewn fynde,
In every point each anewer by and by,
As ars the judpements of Astronomys.™
Bir Thoa, Here £o them that sek fortwns,

“ Beest thon 2 msn diligent in his businegs? He shall stand bofore kinge: he shall
not stand before mean men.”"— Proverds zxii. 29,
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PREFACE.

Ir books were as scarce in the present dsy as they were at
the time when the subject of this Memoir lived, mo apology. would
bo peeded for adding ome more small volume to the catalogue of
existing publications; but when the suthor himself sdmits the im-
possibility of making sequaintance with even s thoussndth part
of the literature of the sge in which he lives, some sort of excuse
ought, perhaps, to be offered for obtruding another volume, however
small, npon a poblic already satiated with food for the mind.
In the present instance he feels that the subject of his bio-
graphical motice has never met with the commonest justice; that
his hero has hitherto been made the handle of a mere childish
romance; ® that he has been cast amide as & myth by some graver
writers, or has been so misrepresented in the histories hitherto presented
o the public, which are full of inaccuracies and anachronisms, that
it scems difficult to place his sfory in its true light, so as fo claim
for so distingmished a character his proper pleee in the biography
of our country: he trusts, thercfore, that this notice of so ecle-
brated a men will not be thought altogether out of place. The
author wishes it to be cloarly understood that this kittle wotk docs
not pretend to give o full development of the life and charactor
of Richard Whittington; it is simply thrown ouf as an casay,
compiled from documents which have come under the suthor's

* The author fully believes that ninety-nine persons out of a hundred are not

aware that the history of Richard Whittington in anything clss than a romance,
or child's story; and bave no idea that he had & real existonce.

——— —




vi PREFACE.

notice—atiracted as he wea to the sabject by the fiaet of his having
in his possession an early copy of Elstrack's rare and curions
engraving of Whittington, coupled with the further disovery that
he was & fellow-County-man—ond has gradually extended itaelf to
its presant length out of its original intention, simply as an in- -
structive and entertaining lecture to the inhsbitants of his county
town, and is presented to the public at the earneet request of many
who heard it. Being unwilling therefore to place before his readers
any statements which he could not eubstantiate by doonmentary and
other evidemos, he has taken such pains as time and opportunity
have allowed, in the midst of a variety of other pursuits, to colleet
materials from anthentic records which may, he trusts, lead others
who have more time at their disposal to give some aitention to the
subject, and follow out the biography of & man so pre-eminently
worthy of an abler pen and greater research.

The suthor hes to acknewledge his especial obligations to Mr.
Brower, the sble Seeretary of the City of Loudon School, and anther
of the Life of Jokn Carpenter, (one of Whittington's executors,) for
the assistance he has given him, in most liberally lending him &
callection of notes which he had himself made with a view to a
similar biography. His thanks are also dus to Henry Eagens
Barnes, Esq., Clerk to the Mercers' Company, for permission to
inspect the original Ordinanoes of Whittington's Hospital and other
iateresting documents in the possession of that Honorablo Company.
He would also widh to record his thanks to B8ir Charles Young,
Qarter King at Arms, fo Mr. Courthope, Somerset Herald,
and Mr. Addams, of the Heralds' Colloge, Lendon, for the kind
manner in which they placed the documents of the Collego at

his disposal.




THE MODEL MERCHANT

OF THE

MIDDLE AGES.

(PELL do I remember the extreme
delight with which, when a boy,
I revelled in the popular stary of
Whittington * and hisCaf. Icon-
fess that I took eh immense
interest in the narrative—san
interest, perhaps, only surpassed
by the disappointmentI have felt
in after life in hearing, on all sides, that it was 8 mere fiction, simply s tale
made up to amnse ehildren. Nevertheless, a certain amount of desultory
reading, in which I have indulged in later years, inirodncing to my
notiee passages scattered here and there in historieal and old topogre-
phical works, coupled with & very eurious and ancient portrait which I
have in my possession, have called my attention to the question of the
reality of my hero's existence, and bave led me t0 make further in-
quiries mto the subject. The reanlt is that, strangs as many parts
of the story may be, it appears, to my mind, to have a strong claim to
admission into a prominent place in the history and biography of our
eountry. It is with the view, therefore, of rescning this infercsting

¢ The nams of Whitlington ia written in varicus ways: —Whitingdoa,
Whytynton, Whityngdon, Whittingten, Whyttyngton, Wityndon, Whytindon,
‘Witinton, Whytington, Wittingdon, Wittington, Wityngton. I believe that the
moet nsmal is with the single £ es his will gives it, and a y,—Whityngton.
T have, bowever, preferred to sdopt that mude of spelling by which the name has

‘been more generally known in modetn Limes.
B




