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ANGLING.

PART I.—HOW TO ANGLE,

—

CHAYPTER I.

INTRODUCTORY OHEERVATIONZ,

Tae wrt of angling i3 one of the most ancient amusements and

actices of which we have any record in the lusforﬁ of the homag

amily, We resd of it in the Old Testament; and in the records
of ancient Ezypt, Assyria, and the whole of the eastern section of
the plobe, onee the seat of Pm;l:rful empires, and of a civilized
people, we have innumerable testimonies in their several sepulehral
mnd archilecturnl remains, that engling—as we sogle at Lhis day—
wis o art well known, and generally practized, both sz an amuse-
ment, and 85 a means of support, i polished and literary
states of Greeee and Rome we have sl more poited and free-
frazable testimony of the high auliguity of the art. The bucolio
writers of Greek poetry descant upon the subjeet in o variety of
forms ; while graver historinns among that singolar and enlightened
prople dvwell upon tie art as one fiemly embedded in the permanent
cnstoms and habits of the nation, terature of Home like-
wise portrays the existence of the gentle art mnong the warlike
mmllqemzs of the world. Not only formol works were composed
on the subject, but we find that the elassic poets, both serious and
comic, make many direct allusions to the amusement of the rod-
ficher, and to the fish be was in the habit of eatehing,

From the Cheistion era, and during the flrst conturies of the
decline of Toman_ power and conguest, we find that anghing con-
tinued 1o bo one of the common prrsuits of muny nations, then m
a state of tramsition from barbarism to refisement and Enowledge.
Pliny wrote on fish; and Ausgonius, between the third and fourth
cenfury, expatistes with rapture on the sbundance of fine salion
that were canght in the Eﬂm: Moselle ;* a river m Franee, that
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2 ANGLING,

lows info the Bhine on the northern frontier of the country. The
oldd ehronielers and scholnstio writers often mention the peeatory
art; and the Churvely, then in foll power, took the subject of fish
generally under its ovn_guidanee, and regulated both the spot in
taking them, ond the nsing of them for food, Inevery comntry in
Larope, where any degyee L:!J.;:d}flmgrens had Been made in learning
and ervalization during the middle Eig'l:s, we find numerous traces of
flshernien and therr Inbonrs, even long befere the avt of printing
hecame knman and pragtised, _

It is now sm established foct, minutted by all writers, that the
Enzlish n:ftion has boew, from the exrkiest days of its history, the
most distingnished and zealous propogators of the art of yod-
fishinz, And it is ntevesting to remark, in D?using, that the
historieal memorials we possess, of the state of the angling art
among the Anglo-Suxon tribes who first setiled in this couutry,
throw o great Lzhf on the erizin of this sinking predilection for
the sport, The Anglo-Saxons, we ore told, ate varioms kinds of
lish, but the eel was a decided frvourite. They used thess fish as
sbundantly ps swine, Grants and charters are sometimes rezulated
hy paymentz made in these fish, Tour thousand eels were a yonrly

resent from the monks of Ramsay to those of Peterborough

i:‘lu"ﬂ read of two places parchnsed for twenty-one pounds, wherein

sixteen thousand of these fish were epught every year; and, in one

ebarter, twenty fishermen are stated, who fornished, durng the

same period, sixty thousand eels to the monastery.  Eel dykes sre
n mentioned m the boundnries of their londs ®

In the dinlogues of Flirie, composed for the nse of the Anglo-
Saxon youth in the learning of the Latin tonsue, we it
mention made of fishermen, and mutters velating to their eraft.
In ene dizlogue the fisherman is nsked, *“ What rettest thou by
thing art? " Big loaves, elothing, ond money™ * How do you
take them 2" 1 aseend a ship, and east my net mto the niver; 1
also throor mon hook, a bait, and o rod.”  * Suppose the fishes are
anclean ¥ “T throw the unclean owt, and take the clean for
food.” “Where do you sell your fish P “In the city.” * Whe

theme?" “The citieens; I connot take so many 2z 1 oan
2 ¥ What fishes do you take?” * Fels, haddocks, minnows,
and ecl-ponts, skate, lampreys, and whatever swims in the
rivers.”  “ Why do you not fish in the sea®®  * Sometimes T do ;
hut hecanse a great ship is necessary here”
The historlan Beds tells us, thot Wilfrid resened the peopls of
Sussex from famino in the cizhth century, by teaching them to
eafeh fish : “for though the sea and their rivers shounded with
fish, they had no mere skill in the art than to take cels. The
servants of Wilfrid threw mio the sea nets made ok of those by
which they had obtained eels, and thus directed them to o new
source of plenty.”$
® Dopdale's Monne., oo 214

§ Terner's Anglo.Saxons, vel. i, p. 2 5 Tede, b &



