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CHAPTER I
CHILDHOOD

Pozrra are proverbially born, not made; and, be-
cause they have been born rarely, the conditions
of their birth are singularly interesting. One ima-
gines that the conditions surrounding the birth of
New England poets can have varied little, yet, in
shades, these conditions differ deeply enough to
perplex an artist who does not know where to look
for them. Especially the society of Boston has al-
ways believed itsell to have had, from the start,
& certain complexity, —certain rather refined
nuances, — which gave it an avowed right to
stand apart; a right whichits members never hesi-
tated to assert, if it pleased them to do so, and
which no one thought of questioning. One of the
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best-known and most strongly marked of these
numerous families, was — and etill is — that of
the Cabots, whose early story has been told by
Henry Cabot Lodge in his life of the best-known
member of the family, his grest-grandfather,
George Cabot, Senator of the United States,
George Cabot’s son Henry married Anna
Blake, and had a daughter, Anna Sophia Cabot,
who married John Ellerton Lodge. The Lodges
were new errivals in Boston. Giles Lodge, the
grandfather, having narrowly escaped with his life.
from the San Domingo massacre, arrived, & young
Englishman and a strenger, in Boston in 1701,
There he established himself in business and mar-
ried Mary Lengdon, daughter of John Langdon,
an officer of the Continental Army and cousin
of President Langdon of Harvard College, who
prayed for the troops on the eve of Bunker Hill.
Through his mother John Lodge was descended
from the Walleys and Brattles and other Puritan
—id families of Boston, now for the most part extinct
and forgotten. But despite the paternal grand-
mother, Henry Cabot Lodge, the only son of John



