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PREFACE

SeaTrERED here and there throuchost oor Modern-
Irish MS8., there exists o considernble body of
epigrammatic verse, mostly in sngle qoatmins, one
or more of wlich not infrequently serve the purpose
of filling up the blank spaces of the M58, It has
often oceured 10 me that an interesting collection of
verse cogld be made by daking the hest of these and
publishinge them in bool-torm | amd o o one clse
seemed likely to do the work, 1 meolved to attempt
it myself. The résult i3 seen in the present volume,
As to whether I was right in thinking that {he collection
would prove au interesting one, it is for the reader
to decide.

The title, Danfroced], has heen chozen ‘n order
concisely to indicate the fact that the collection is
confined to serse written in the old syllabie metres
{fdn] or in their looser modern developments,

While T can claim to have spread mv net wide, as
the large number of M55, drawn on sufficiently shows,
I do not, T need hardly say, claim that the collection
is exhanstive,—that it includes ol the " best.,” New
quatrains of merit are linhle to tumn up at any time
in the most onlikely or out-of-the-way MSS., and



lience Anality in g work of this kind is, for the pregent
at feast, out of the question. Sinee the text was printed
I kave, in fact, come across several other quatrains
which 1 should have included bald I met them eardies.

I have token somye poins to secure o reliable fext,
thourh I am not always fully satisfed with the results
of my endeavours: I have also tried to make the text
eastly imtellimble to readers acoguainted only with the
Irizly of to-day, For such readers the bhook will, T hinpe,
prove o eonvemett stepping-stone between current
Trish and the ' bardic " verse whiclh constitutes so
important a part of ouwr Middle and Barly-Modern
Irish literature.

I comelugion, I have to thauk D, Osbori Besgin
fur his kindness in reading over portion of the text
and making some wseful sugrestions,

Tuouas F. O'RAIILLY,
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AN FHEILE AGUS AN
SPRIDNLAITHEACHT.

1. Caith an mhatth atd id ldimh,
= cuir amdireach ar ciirde ;
muna geaithe 14 an saoghal,
ataor 1 mbaoghal a fhagtha.

2. Déana mar do-niodh Guaire,
tréinfhear do b'uaisic croidhe

¢’s buaine bladh nd saoghal,
caith le daonnacht a bhfoighe.

3. Caith agus do-gheobhair & Dhia,
caith go fial agus gheobhair nios mo ;
an te ler leor beagin & Dhia,
is leor le Dia beagan dé.

4, Riot tar cheann a n-abraim-se,
nd cuir do dhruim le daonnacht :
go brath nd tuill casmailte,
nd caith do chuwid it aonar.



