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PREFACE.

Tug following Formu of Family Prayer wore origi-
nally drawn up for private use. They have Leen ao
used for several yemrs, sod are now published in
the hope that they may afford some assistance to
others.

On scoount of the many publications of a like
kind which have lately appeared, an sdditional one
might scem needless. But the pious practice of
Family Devotion has, of late years, much increased ;
and, with it, the demand for books of this nature:
and a8 the circometances, aod alse the fastes of
familien, differ, it may not, perhaps, be amiss to
promote and encourage that practice, by submitting
different forms of prayer to their choice. At the
same time the Compiler cannot but express his devout
wish— vain though it may be, especially in the pre-
sent day —that, since the daily eacrifice of the
Temple has buen generally discontinucd amoneg wa.,
all Christiany could be brought © Wil wpe wds
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and one mouth to glorify God, even the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ,” in the asscmblies of the
family 88 well as in the House of God.

The First Beries of Prayers, compiled from the
public formularies of that part of the Church at
present established in England, was published about
twelve years ago. The Compiler had not then seen
any forms upon the same plan, though, since that time,
others, in many respects similar %o it, have appeared :
yet, in the general plan and srrangement of the
Prayers, they differ from it sufficiently, perhaps, to
altow of iie re-publication. Great care has becn
taken to avoid the insertion of any clause, or even
word, not oontained in the formularies from which
they are professedly taken, oxcept only such as
seem to he requircd in femily prayers; as, in the
intercessory parts of cach prayer, relations, friends,
neighbours. The order observed in each Prayer is
that of the daily liturgy of the Church.

The Becond Series iv taken from the * Private
Dovotions for every Day in the Week," contained in
* The true Church of England Man's Companion in
the Closet.” The Prayers arc in several respects

altered and abridged, sud are adapied to Fawmily
H".-Jmh:jm_
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The Third Series, ns it is hoped that every one
familiar with the devetional writings of the author
will at once perceive, ia from the * Prayerss and
Offices of Devotion for Families” of the Heverend
Benjamin Jenks. The Prayers are consmderably
abridged, the sentences shortened, repetitions avoided;
and the antitheses, so frequently occurring in them,
aa well as some other forms of expression, are altered.
But it has been anxiously endeavoured ta.pmbérvu
the devotional spirit, the sentiments, and the general
character of the original.

The Occazional Prayers, or Collects, are intended,
principally, to be used with the Becond and Third
Series; as in the First Series the smbjects to which
those Collects refer have been kept in view, in com-
piling the Prayers for those days on which the fixed
OCeASIONS Tecur.

It may be noticed that this Collection of Prayers
iz especially adapted to the use of the members of
the Church. If it should he found to assist in the
discharge of the important duty of Family Prayer,
and thereby promote the glory of God, from whom
all blessings flow, through the mediation of the wae-
hleased Redeemer, the sche objeet, of e vt
- will b gained.
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