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A SEETCH OF THE
LIFE OF NATIHANIEL HAWTHORNE.

L
EARLY DAYS.

Trae old town of Salem, in Maszsachosetts, was onee »
famons seaport, and ==_Lhi|m gatledd out of s harbor to the
ends of the world. In the East Twilies so many merchant
vesacls bore the word * Balem " on the stern that people there
aupposed that to be the same of some powerful country, and
# Mass.,” which was somatimes adidad. to be the name of a
village in Salem. A= Boston and New York grew more
important, they drew away trade frem the smaller towns.
and Salem becams less |1-ubq,r. Tt still has wharves, and
large, roomy houzes where its rich merchants lived, and
shows In many “lrests the sighis of ils old prosperity ; bot
one fiving in Salem iz constantly reminded how famous the
old town onee wasz, rather than how busy it now is

It is doubiful if apy town in Ameriea has been wmore
affectionately set forth in literatura than the old Salem of the
midldle of this eentury, A delightful volame of sketches en-
titled Old Salewe, by ** Eleanor Putnam,” keeps its fragrance,
and other writers have loved to dwell npon its quaint Havor;
oue, in particalar, has preserved its charm in a muoltitude of
shetelies, like Main Street, Little Aonie’s Ramble, A Rill
from the Town Pump : in many of his stories also, but most
of all in the background of The Hovse of the Seven Gables,
where Hepzibuh Pyocheon in her old shop reealls with the
|1r||'.-{;iﬁi:un of faet amd the Iig}.ll. of rogy illl:tg'i:lal.iun L e
than one actnal old Salem reduced gentlewoman,
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Street, in Salem, was born, July b 1804, ihe aathor of
these shetelies and stories, Nothaniel Tlawthorne, and in
one near by, in Herbert Street, e spent his  boyhood.
The town had alreawdy began to deeline when lie was a
]m:r there: anil as he walked aliount the strects and listensad
to the talk of people. he gesnd always to be in the com-
pany of old men, heaving about old times, and watching
the signs of deeay. There were stranpge stories of what had
happened in forweer days, espeeially sinee Salem was the
place where, more than a hundreed years before, there had
IH;"I_"“ & EI'IJIIE! ﬂl'ltljl'l" !.I'l.' ll}" “I\}I!;!"I“‘]t'lt.'lﬂl'l : MYEE "!.I'.I'I:l WOTIRC
had been charged with witeherafl, and had bedn puol te
desth for . Ouoe of Hawthorne's own nneestors Ll baen
a jmlgn who luad eomdemned fnnorent people to death be-
canse he believed them guilty of witcheraft. A vizitor 1o
Salem eourt howse is shown pow a boltle containig soine
larme coarse ping, such as were made a couple of hundred
years ago, and is told that these ping were fonnd sticking into
clildren’s bodies, and some old woman was aceused of being
a witch and stieking them in, thengh no one saw her do it
It seems foolish enough to ns who look at the old hottle of
ping to-day, sl hear the steam trains and eleetric ears go
whi';zing h_',r ptaicle, Tood 18 waus a0 very seris matter in the
Sulem of witeheraft times.

Hawtborie was the seeond in o family of three children.
Elizabeth was two years older and Lowiza four years
younger. His father was a sea-captain, as was also his
rrandfather, who was a privatecrsman in the Revolutionary
War. Nathaniel was four years old when his father died,
Lot hiz mother lived until he was forty-six years old; his
eliler sister ontlived him, his younger died two years after
their mother.  Whatever eharacter Nathaniel Hawthorme
reecived from lis father, came, therefore, by inheritance,
amd not moeh from diveet infloence ;. his mother had more
to do with shaping lis life. She was but twenty-cight years
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old when her husband died, but in those days, more than
LEEER Y “'ill.ﬂ“' i[l HL"“’ E'ngl.;l.[l!! Wis l'i.l'i.l.!]:}"' L IEI.I.[!_ : H-EI!J.UII["{I
life, and Madem Hawthorne was almost a hermit the rest
of her days. She was a woman of fine mind, and very
striking in appearance, lookiug, as has been said, * as if she
had walked out of an old pictare, with her antique costume,
anil & face of lovely sensibility and preat brightress."” Sle
waa left with very litlle property. so that she could not give
and receive mueh cowpany, even if she had not been as
reserved as she was,  Nuthaniel’s elder sister, F..H:!.a]]-uth.r
writing after lis death, to biz danghter, says: —

#* I remember, that one morning, my mother called my
brother inte her room, next to Lhe one where we slept, and
told him that his futher was dewd. He left very little prop-
erty, aml my gramlfa,thnr M:ul.uing [.‘l]a.d,am Hawthoine's
father], took usz home. All thromgh oor ehildhood we were
indulged in all eonvenicnt ways, and were under very little
conirol, cxeept thel of eireumstences, Thers were aunts
and nncles, sml they were all as fond of your father, and
asz caveful of his welfare, az if he had been their own child.
He was both beantiful and bright, and, perhaps his training
WAE & g'LH:H]. HE any Ll-t]lll-!]." {"!lill].ll !LH.TH IIHHII. .“IrE- -H.-I.'ETH}'E J'!H.I:,l_
plenty of books. Ile never wanted money, exeept to spend ;
and onee, in the country, where there were no shops, he re-
fused to take soone thet was offered to bim, because ha conld
ot H;u-.ntl ik i'll‘l.l!'ll':,'ll'iﬂ.t&l}'. Another time, 6ld My, IForrester
utfered him a five-dollar hill, which he also refused; which
was uncivil, for Mr, Forrester always noticed him very
kindly when he met him."”

When Hawtliorne was a boy of fourteen, hie went with
his mother and sisters to live for a vear in & lonely place in
Maine. He spent mach of his time by himzelf in the open
air.  In summer he teck his rod or his gun and roamed for
howrs throngh the wowls,  Oa winter vights he would skate
hy anmnlltgh’r.. all alone, nyHn the iee of Sehagu Ponud, and
sometimes vest till morning by a great camp-fire which he



