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NECESSITY OF A SHIP-CANAL BETWEEN THE
EAST AND WEST.

‘The Gongress shall have power to lovy taxes, duties, imposts and exciser—to
provide for the COMMON DEFENSE, and promote the GENERAL WELFARE
of the United States, "—ComsriTorion.

The Committee, appointed to collect statiztics as to the importance
of uniling the waters of the Mississippi with these of the Atlantio
by a Ship- Ounal, have discharged the duties imposed upon them,
and submit the folloing

REPORT.

Two schemes for the secomplishment of this object have been
brought prominently before the country, and failed, only by a few
votes, to receive the sanction of the Thirty-Beventh Congreas.

1. To make a slack-water navigation of the Illinols and Des
Flaines rivers, and to enlarge the present Illincis and Michigan
canal to such dimensions as shall admit of the passage of gun-
boats, snd of the largest class of Mississippi steamers, to the Lakes.

2, To enlarge the locks of the Erie and Oswego canals of New
York, to such dimensions gs shall pass an iron-clad gun-boat 25
feet wide and 200 feet long, and drawing not less than ¢ feet and
6 inches water.

The cost of eonstruction of the first will be abont $18,500,000,
and that of the second, $3,600,000;—detailed estimates of which
will be presented to the Convention.

In devising an extensive system of internal communication, it is
of the highest importanes to inguire into the resonrces of the
region which it shall traverse ; ita topography, soil and elimate ; its
population, products of industry and internal commerce; and its
past and prospestive growth ;—all are elements to be taken into
consideration to enable ug to form an intelligible opinion as to the
necessity of executing such works, and the goale of magnitude on
which they should be projected.



FPHYAICAT CHARACTER OF TRX MIS8ISSIFPT HASIN.

The Valley of the Misaissippi, bounded on the one hand by the
Rocky mountains, and on the other by the Alleghanies, embraces
a drainage area of 1,244,000 square miles, which i more than
one-halt’ of the entire ares of the United States. The Upper
Mississippi Valley is composed of three subordinate basins, whose
regpective dimensions are as follows:

The Ohio basin........0... V. 14,000 pquare miles.

The Upper Mississippd.........., pevs 16BO0G © =
Thie MiBsouri. . eseevesrasansssnsanniava BIEDIO L

Making a total of . oivivvinrnninnns QoL o0 ¢ "
Its navigable rivers are a8 followa:

Misgourd, to near the Great Falla, ., ... 0000000000 8160 miles.
Missourt, above Great Falls to Theee Focke ... ooovnns 180 U
Dsnge, b0 D308018. . vv e irviin i arnmnnsin s eae 200 ®
BT T R SR N R e R 1, | E
Blg Blonx. . veicisnnin.. 'E
Yallow-sana o ouwevencanrenns SRR - 1 | K
Upper Missiagippi, to Bt Paul ..., 0ovvviinninn, 0. G M
B, Aothony, to 8auk Rapide oo ioirrcsreianiians ap o
Abova Little Fulls, to Pokegims Falls .........,.... 2 ¢
Minnesota, to Patterson's Bapids. cocvv e vvsnnsiaa. 596 ©F

Bt Orofx, to Bt Orodx Fabla, oo vviiiiiiinsananass 80
IMinois, to LaBalle cooiiiiiiiaien Peaerarees B3R
Obia, to Pictaburgh (o 0ooiciivneanaiay RTRPRIPPRIVIRNE - /. L
Monongahels, to Gengva (slack-water, 4 lm.lt B eeaann 1
Muskingum, to Dresdan i B eaeaes 100 M
Green River, to Bowliog Green * L S [ -
Kentucky, to Brooklyn 1t 5 e iy @
Kanawha, to Gauley Bridge ...ooivaiianns T T L T

Wabash, to Lafayetee . o.oiianias.
Balt, wo Bhepherdarille . ooviiirimnniriiriiinriins gy

Bandy, t0 Lowies, oo aeveniiernenan. . L
Tennesace, to Musele Shonla. . cvnniiiiinninia...  BO0 ¥
Cumberland, to Barkesvilla. ..... TP SN CUNPSCCEr 1 1 S

Tatal navigntion. - vv vervianrinrvennnneinss L8687 1

Wore.— Btenmboate bave sagendsd éhe D Moleee to Das Moloes Cliy, Tows rlver to Town City,
Oeitre tiver to Qedar Roplds, wod the Maquokels o Blaguokets 06y, bol ooly daslng lemporary
Aands.

It would thus appear that the internal navigation of the Upper
Missisaippi Valley is about 0,000 miles in extent; but, during
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the summer months, even throngh the main channels, it becomes
precarious, and at timea ia practically suspended,

The Mississippi Valley, viewed na a whole, may be regarded as
ong great plain between two diverging coast ranges, elevated from
400 to BOO feet above the sea. 5t Panl, the head of the navigation
of the Mississippi, is B00 feot above the ooean; Pittsburgh, at the
junetion of the Monongahela and Alleghany, forming the Ohio,
@90 feet ; Lake Saperior on the north, 627 feet; bot the water-shed
on the west, at South Pass, rises to nearly 7,500 feet,

It is traversed by no mountain ranges, but the sarface swells into
hills and ridges, and is diversified by forest and prairie. Leaving
ont the sterile portions west of the Missourl, the soil i3 almost
nnifnrm'ly fertile, easily caltivated, and yields an sbundant return.
The climate is healthy and invigorating, and altogether the region
is the most attraetive for immigration of any portion of the earth,

PHYRICAL CHARACTER OF THE BT, LAWRENCE.

The sourees of the Mississippi on tha east interlodk with those
of the Bt. Lawrence, which, with its assoelated lakes and rivers,
presents a system of water-pommunieation of nearly equal extent
and grandenr.

TABLE SHOWING THE DIMERSIORE OF THE FIVE GREAT AMERICAY LAKES,

LAKES, ml E&aﬂg—t ahﬁnﬁlis;lu’:p. -qn:::.n:irljﬂ.

ey | | rem: T

SuPcriur................................! k11 160 | 82y 88,000

MichIGAR vovearssarninsvaresionianenssl B30 | 100 | 078 | 22,000

E[a.u-m..1I £A0 160 BTE 200,40H)

Erlal 240 B0 { B55 9,800

e T T R L B |1 55 | eag #,800
1 ]

O v vsvvnivinmins verkpva sl E] v vaw 1 0,800

The entire area drained by these lakes is estimated at 535,515
sqnare miles, and their shore lines are nearly 5,000 miles in extent,
while those of the Atlantic zre but 3,500,

These rivers are ae diverse in character ag in direction. The
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Mizsissippi ia the longer, but the 8t. Lawrence discharges the
greater volume of water; the one abounds in diffienlt rapids, the
other in stupendons cataracts; the one is subject to great fluctua-
tions, the other preserves an almost unvarying level; the waters
of the one are turbid, those of the other possess an almost crystsl
purity ; the one affords few lnke-like expansions, the other swells
into vast inland seas. Both have become the great highways of
commeree, enriching the regioms through whish they flow, and
supplying the inhabitants with the varied products of distant
climes, ({Foater and Whitney's Report on Laks Superior.)

The commerce of these lakes, whose anpual velue reaches
$450,000,000—more than twice the external commerce of the whole
country—is carried on by a fleet of 1,643 vessels, of the following
classen :—

Mo, Tonoaga, Fulue,
Blenmers; s ssvammnaisnie T4 B, 604 3,190,800
Propellerd, covavesiaiasionranseinne  B0d 0,203 8,578,500
B s v vn e pn o om0 o T4 54,208 GAZ 0
Brlg.cosationenrarransaiainnsinns Bh 24,831 i, 00
Behoorers s resvsinrnsarsasns oaw 1,0B8 237,581 5,058,560
Bloope . . oicensanan cnsansnnaniies 18 BAET 15,770
Barges . ..ooearsnniinsaiiapanien 3 8,718 15,000

TOTATBe s nsnsnnpssanensors 1048 415,026 $13,257,020

The following are the distances of some of the commercial
router, taking Chicago as the initial point

Chicaga to Fond du Lao Buperlor...oooiiiiviinssna. 800 miles
1 “ Georglan Bay. . oeoeiaiaain R ang -
I £ (L L R I NP PP L E
b # Guif of Bl Lawronca..... TEPTT TR . | B L

PROGRESE OF DEYELOPMENT.

The first oolony of English extraction, planted in the territory
of the Upper Mississippi, was in 1788—just seventy-five years
ago—at Marietta, within the present limits of Ohio. This was the
origin of that spirit of colenization, which, within the lifetime of
many living men, has peopled this regien with nine millions of
human beings ; has subdued and brought ander cultivation, an
ares greater than that of all the cultivated lands of tho British
Empire; has connected the principal ecmmercial points with &
net-work of railways more than eleven thousand miles in extent s
and has built up a domestic indastry, the value of whose annual
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produet is in excess of three hundred and fifty millions of doNars.
Out of this territory have beon carved not less than nine States,
which are indissolubly linked together by a similarity of conditions
in soil and climate, and by the geographiaal foatures of the country.
They have already received the sppellation of the “Foop-
rroprorve” Btates—an appeliation which they are destined to
retain for all time.

The rivera and the lakes, which water this region, offer the most
magnificent system of internal communieation to be found on the
surface of the earth. No mountain bavriers interpose to divide the
peopls into hostile clans, or divert the great currents of trade in
their flow to the markets of the world. With a soil sufficiently
rich in organio matter for fifty snccessive erops; with almost bonnd-
less fields of eeal, stored away for future wse; with vast deposits
of the useful ores, and the precious metals, on the rim of the great
basin ; and with a elimate most favorable to the development of
human enevgy, itis impossible for the mind, even in its most daring
apeculations, to assign limits to the growth of the North-West,
When all of these elements of wealth, now in a erude state, shall
have been fully developed, there will be an exhibition of homan
power and greatness such as no other people ever attained.

The subjoined tabla (A.), compiled from the Censns returns ot
the United States, exhibita the progress of population, as well as
of cultivation in these Btates, from 1800 to 1880; and it will be
perceived that, during this period, in both these respects, the
increase has been ench decade aboot two-fold.

The appended table (B.), also compiled from the Census
returns, shows that the increase in agricultural produets snd in
domestic animals has been in about the same proporticns. Com-
paring the whole superfisial contenta of these States with the
portions cultivated, it will be seen that only about 154 per cent.
of the surface has been subdned; and, iff population and cultiva-
tion increase in the same ratio in the future as they have in the past,
before the lapse of another deeade there will be eolleeted anbually,
on the borders of the Great Lakes, more than 200,000,000 bushels
of cereals for exportation, giving employment to a fleet of more
than 3,000 vessels, and requiring avenues of more than twice the
capaeity of existing ones.



