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PREFACE.

Oxzof the large side-galleries approached from the Bird Gallery
is devoted to the exhibition of the extensive Class of Mollusea,
Specimens of the types of all the principal divisions of this Class
are exhibited, either entive and preserved in spirit, or as modela,
However, 2 not the aﬁima]a, but their shells bave alwayas been a
favonrite ohject of stndy, and a populsr source of pleasure to
collectors, the exhibition of the species of shells has been made as
complete us the space of this Gallery admitted. It has thus proved
adequate for the vequirements of the majority of visitors who consult
thiz Collection. '

The Starfish Gallery, so called from one of the best-known types
of the Echinodermata, contains an exhibition of the animals of this
Class, as well as of the somewhat heterogeneous assemblage of
creatures which are comprised under the popular name of Worms
{ Vermes). These animals possess greater attraction to students of
Natural History than to the general publie, and many, from their
emall size or the soft nature of their body, are not fit for exhibi-
tion. Therefore no attempt has been made to show more than a
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carefully selected number of the typea of the larger groups. But
the exhibition of very complete series, supplemented by meodels
or figures, to illustrate the remarksble Life-history of some of
these animals, also of specimens of the Worms which possess a
gpecial interest from their relation to men, render this Gallery
particuiarly instructive to the student.

In the preparation of this Guide T have received much assistance
from Mr. E. A. Surra and Mr. P. J. Benr, the Assistants in
charge of these Collections.

ALBERT GU/NTHER,
Heeper of the Department of Zuoology-

British Musoum, N, H,,
April 14, 1387,
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THE SHELL GALLERY.

GENEERAT, NOTES ON MOLLUSCA.

Ter Morruvsca constitute one of the principal divisions of the
Animal Kingdom, and include such saimals as the Octopus, Cuttle-
fish, Snail, Blog, Whelk, Cockle, and Oyster.

They may be characterized as suft cold-blooded animals, without
distinctly marked external division into segments (as in Worms) ;
their cerebral ganglia lic above the commencement of the resopha-
gus, and are connected with the inferior ganglia by nerve-chords,
Their heart cousiste of two or more chambers, and is sitwated on
the dorsal side of the animal ; it drives the blood into spaces between
the various organs of the body, Onaly the Cephalopods possess in-
ternal cartilages, but all are without an osseous cndo-skeleton ; in
the majority this is compensated by an external hardened shell which
is formed (scereted) by the onter covering of the animal termed
the manéle. The shell may consist of two parts (valves), as in the
Opyster, or may be single, as in the Limpet, or composed of &
scrice of plates, ss in the “ Coat-of-mail™ shells or Chifons:
when well developed it is hardened by a rich deposit of carbunate
of lime; but it may be gelatinous, as in Cymbulia, or altogether
absent, as in Oclopus ; it may invest the body, as in the Oyster,

lie within the folds of the mantle, as in the Sea-hares (Aplysia),
B
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