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PREFATORY NOTE

Every healthy boy, every right-
minded man, and every uneaged
woman feely, at one time or another,
und maybe at all times, the fmpulse
to wo welishing,  That is what fishes
are for: tocall us away frem
uewepapers  amd  counting
rons, school books and par-
lome awl  five-o'clock  teas,
ont into the open of exist-
cnee, where life is real and
banks are green, skies are
blue, and the hirds sing in
the lrnehes over the water,

Tt does not matter mueh
- e what fishes nre in the streams.
“ : Still less iz it essemtial that
% we shounld sueeced in eateh-
is an be-;:mh e Fist's sign, ing them.  The main thing
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is the breaking away, the going in search of them, the
generoug feeling of brotherhood, and that trusting of
ourselves to tha lap of onr generous Mother, which we
have inadequately called * communion with Nature.”
Yet it is well to know in advance something of
where we are going, what fishes we shall find, and
with what means we shall eall them forth te suit our
pleasure. To give this is the purpose of this hwolk
Tts writer s a successful angler. He i& a good
fisherman, He would teach otliers to be successful.
Not that he woull train thein to he “fish hogs” or
teach them to make a longer siring or fill a ligger
bagket than any lioge Lelore them. These things are
ablhorred of gode and sportsmen. Tt 15 Letter far
to lie abont your great cateh than to make it. The
fisherman's lic iz natwral and sportemanlike.  1lis
sreed ig not.  Ttis, I ain sure, the wish of the author
that the reader should meke his cateh in sportsman-
like fashion, that he should learn to love the streams
and their inbabitants, and that go loving, as the sea-
sons go on, he should return to river, rod, and fiy
arain and again, finding ench year in the stream the
fishes that his need demands. For it is written that
to be “horn benenth the 1'ishs sien™ 1z to bear
through life the snbtle influence of the “lappiest of
vongtellations.™ Davip Stanr JorDaN.

Pavo Avro, Cavrronyey, February 10, I500.



