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INTRODUCTION.

Ir may seemz & needless obtrusion, to
place one’s eelf between the writer and
the readers of the following narrative:
and though, in this case, it 13 done in com-
pliance with a fraternal request, preferred
In ecircumstances too ienderly solemn to
justify a negative, yet I can hardly expect
the thanks of the latter for detainipg them,
even for a moment, from the instruction
end good moral impression, which the sim-
ple story before them is fitted to impart.
The parents of the child, whose traite of
character are here delineated, are not am-
bitious to have her name known beyond
the circle of her relatives and personal ac-
quaintances. They would have preferred
to keep the joys and sorrows, the anxie-
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ties and hopes, of which she was the
oceaslon, within the sanctuary of their
own bosomse; or to have shared them
only, in mournfully pleasing converse,
with select and endenred friends, but
for the conviciion, that good might re-
gult to others and honor to the grace of
God from the puhﬁcﬂtiﬂn of the more
prominent facts in the bref history of
their lamented inient;—a conviction, not
mdnced and confirmed withost the reas-
onings of intellipent Christian friends,
whose judgment iz entitled to eonfidence.

That thae Christiag public will sane-
. tion this judgment, there iz no reason-
able doubt; ali they wish is, the assur-
ance that what they read is fact, and
not fiction. Those to whom the narra-
tor 18 known, wil not ask even this;
and ‘f others should think that personal
interest may have, unconscicusly, given
some exaggerated coloring to the inci-
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dents, 1 am fully persuaded that such is
not the case, and that no allowance
needs to be made on this account. The
facts, growing out of a precocious devel-
opement, it shonld be remembered, are
not affected by sny specnlations eon-
cerning its capse. I feel assured, beyond
doubt, from what I had been told of the
child before this nawative was written,
that the statements, which task credulity
the most heavily, are yet within the
bounds of truth; ef course, that a some-
what stronger exhibition would not
trapscend the strictest historical verity.—
Indeed, the whole eould not be told.
Imagination can supply much without
great dapger of mistake. Associations,
guch as exist in the parental mind, will
give to thess mitigated statements &
heart-moving import. There is not, per-
haps, in the whole story, a more affect-
ing sentence, than that which is made
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up Of theee fow simple words: “It was
not a time to say any thing."

While this aketch can hardly fail to
be useful and interesting to children ;
the account which $t gives of intcllectn-
al phenomena, almost in the very dawn
of life, must make il & very important
chapter in ‘the hisiory of mind—one
which the meturo student of mental
philosophy will be the last to despise.
As a belp to parcots in traimng their
offepring, especinlly under intellectual
and moral developemenis of & peculisr
character, and whare rough treatment
might suddenty and forever blast a gen-
tle and sensitive spiril,—its use will be
obvious on pemsal. M teachcs much,
and in the best manner, without profes-
sing fo teach at all. The evidence
which it contains of the sugeeptibility of
the infant mind to religious impressions,
will deepen the sense of parental respon-
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sibility, and quicken parents in the work
of instruction and intersession for their
beloved offspring. Viewed in any aspect,
thig little history of a child, who, at
the time of her death, February 21st,
1841, was only four ycars and twenty
#1x days old,—ijs suited to leave on the
mind z strong econvietion of the impor-
tance of the infantile portion of human
exislence,—a matter too much, and too
universally overlooked. Thoe youngest
child possesess an immeortal spirit, and
likewise 8 moral constitution, with the
developement of which &are coonected
conseuences more Imomettons than pen
can describe.—This little book 18 sent
out in the hope, snd with the prayer,
that a blessing may attend it.
A. Cuommines.

Portland, Augusi, 18341,






