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PREFACLE

Lot

ﬁ‘f first intention, upon concluding
to pablish thess leclures, was to
suppimuent the umc-:ssurﬂj condensed
matter of iho text with & anning com-
mentary in the shape of footnotes. |
would thus Lave been enabled to en-
large upen points which the eircum-
ptanees attending the delivery of the
lectures did not permit me to develop
at length. For there is much in the
exposition and elucidation of the doe-
tring, as =¢d forili in the leetures, which
will appear abstrose, when it s really
onlycondensed. The argumenis, too, up-
on which the doctrine rests may at times,
perbaps, appear unnecessarily profound
or subtle, becnuse | was not at liberty
to spend more epace and time upon
their elaboration. The same observa-
tion is troe of the systems of Ethics

reviewed in these leotures. While I
5
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have everywhere, in rehearsing them,
aimed to render myself free from bias,
that I might thus present a perfectly
fair rézumd of adverse views —and those
familiar with these matters assure me
that I have been very careful and with-
ont groundless prejudice — yet I feel
that much has been lost to the Htrangth
of my own position and to the canse of
Christian  Ethiez by the unavoidably
close condensation of the ethicul theories
which I have cxamined, aod by the
brevity of the arguments and of the
relutation which 1 have nrged against
them. A COTNTIANTATY, for this TRHEST,
would have added materally to the
utility of the lectures.

Yot while » commentary in the shape
of footnotes would, I seo elearly, have
compensated for the synoptieal charae-
tar of the text, the extent of such a
work, were it to meet its demand, de-
terred me from pursuing it. For the
fact 18, that I }:mgml stch a comrmentary
— which is the reason why these lectures
did not appear earlier— but the unwar-
rantable bulk to which the notes, and only
necessary notes, to the first half of the
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first lecture had swollen, convinced me
that it would at least look better torelin-
guish my desire to furnish the lectures
with a commentary. The disproportion
wonld have been too awkwand, For the
commentary wonld have been a larger
work than the lectures it was meant
simply to supplement and explain.
However, it is my hopo that even
without the proposed commentary, these
loestures will furnish snggostive reading
matter to every type of ethics]l student.
That they are opportane, 1 will not go
ot of Wy Way to petal]ish, Anl}'thing
and everything touching the moral ex-
istence of man is always in [;]aw and
time for the study of man. The destiny
of man upon which the character and
g’l‘(“lﬂd-fﬂﬂturﬂﬂ I}' ]'IiH TI]{}H'I] ﬂliﬂtﬂ]]l:ﬂ
kinge, carries with it its own interosi.
Morsover, the natoral hnr,, comsciance,
the doetrine of right and wrong, human
responsibility, and the eternal sanection
of the moral law are at all times vifal
qu-uﬁitiﬂn:-j. Finuli}', the prﬂﬂunt chaotic
condition of the public mind upon so
many moral issues, ourrht to render every
legitimate endeavor to circulate the
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teachings of Uatholic ﬁhﬂmphy oppor-
tune and, in proportion to its ftness,
alzo welcome.

Jas, Josrrn Conway, B, J.
BT, L'DI'IB:r Mo, Moy 1, 1806,
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