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PREFACE.

——

Tas chief purpose of this volume, as of the othera in the serlea, in to
halp the pupil learn to read; and to this object everything else is sub-
pervient. Dearing in mind the fact that coly those children who like to
read aver become good resders, the author has endeavored so to construct
and arrange the several lessons as to moake each reading oxerciee a source
of piessure to all. "The successive stories, poems, and other pleces have
been chosen 8o 08 to present & varled snccesaion of thoughts and images
pleasing to the child —thos stimulating his interest from day to day,
arousing his curlosity, directing his imagination, and adding to his store
of knowledge. The gradation 18 as nearly perfect as poszible, each
lemson being but & littls more difficult than that which precedes it. Al
new words that would be likely to offer the slightest difficulties to the
learner are printed in the word lista at the beginning of the selection.

Binea ench vecitation must necessarily be short, all the lomger plecea
have been divided into’ parts —each part being suficient in most casea
for one lesson. ‘This method obviates the objection usoally made to long
seloctions in books of this grade, and makes it possible to present in
complets form several adaptations of prodoctions that are by common
consent recognized a3 clessical. The constant tremd of the lessons in
all the volumes in thia series is towwrds leading the learner, as soon as
he i prepared for it, to & knowledge and appreciation of the beat things
in the permanent literature of the world.

The illustrations are mors numeroas than in any other book of ita
alags, and are the work of the best artista. They are not merely ploturea
Insarted for the purpose of ornament ; bat are Intended to be valuable
aids towards making the reading exercise enjoyable and instructive.
Bome will assist the child's npderatanding ; some will excite and direct
his imagination ; nearly all may be used es the basls of nteresting con-
verastions or object lessona,

An examination of the woluome will revea! many othpr Important
fontores. Among these, special attention may be called to the following,
viz. ¢ tha literary quality of all the selectiona ; the adaptations from the
clasales of our language, introducing the popil to certain famous books
and their authors; the nomerous lessons im noture study ; the maoy
stovies of & moral or ethical character which will appesl to the child'a
better nature and strengthen his love of right doing; lessoms relating to
the history of our coentry or to the lives of great men ; short pieces to be
meamorized, oocurring here and thers throoghoat the volume. Many of
thess features, while of great Importance in themselvea, will appeal
eapecially to teschers who desire to nse the reading lesson as & center of
correlation with other studles,
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whistle candy tasted spend pennies
coppers jingled drawer shook shopkeeper

THE STORY OF A WHISTLE.
L

1. On the day that Benjamin Franklin was
seven years old, his mother and brothers
gave him a few pennies.

“What shall I do with these coppers,
mother?” he said. *Shall I keep them in
my pocket?”

2. ‘*You may spend them for something
that you like,” said his mother.

“ And may I have more when these are
gone?” he asked.

s. His mother shook her head. “No, I
cannot give you any more. So you must

take care how you spend these.”
&



« The little boy ran out into the street.
The yellow pennies jingled in his pocket as
he ran, and made pleasant music for him.

5. Should he buy candy or toys? He liked
them both. He had not tasted candy for a
long time; and he could not remember that
he had ever played with a toy of his own.

e. He thought that the pennies in his
pocket kept saying, * Candy or toys! candy
or toys!” And be could not make up his
mind which he wanted most.

7. As he was running along, he met a boy
blowing a whistle. *That is just what I
want,” he said; and he hurried across the
street to the place where whistles were sold.

s. “Have you any good whistles?” he
asked. He felt as if he were almost a man.

“Yes, plenty of them,” said the shop-
keeper. “Will you buy a whistle to-day?"

o. “I'll give you all the money I have for
one of them!” said Benjamin. He did not
think to ask the price.

« How much money have you?” asked the
man. *“ Let me see.”
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10, Benjamin showed him the pennies. The
man counted them, and then said, **It's all
right, my little fellow.” He put the bright
coppers into his money drawer, and gave one
of the whistles to the little boy. ‘ Here is
a whistle that will please you,” he said.

" Jont hear me biew It1"

II.

11. Benjamin Franklin was very happy.
He ran home as fast as he could, blowing
his whistle as he went.



