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INTRODUCTION.

It was in 1824 that Robert Sonthey, then fifty years
old, poblished *Sir Thomas More, or Celloguies ou
the Progress and Prospeets of Bocisty,” a book in two
oetave volumes with plates illustrating lake aconery.
There were later cditions of the book in 1828, and in
1331, and there was an cdition in one volome in 1837,
at the beginning of the reign of Qneen Yietoria,

These dislogues with & meditative and patriotie
ghmt form saparafe dissertstions oponr various gnes-
tioms that econcern the progress of soeiety. Omitting
i Eaw ﬂmmrtaﬁu-na that have lost the interest I:In.'u_'ir T |
when the subjects they disenssed were burning gqunes-
fions of the time, this volome retaina the whaole
machinery of SBouthey’s book. It gives umabridged the
Colloguies that deal with the main prineiples of =oeial
life as Ecrul:haf gaw them in his latter liﬂ.]'a; and 1% in-
elniles, of course, the pleasant Collogny that presents
to us Southey himsoelf, bappy in his library, descanting
on the ponraeof time as illnstrated by the bodies and thoe
sonls of books. As this volume does not reproduce all
the ﬂulhrquian mngwl |:|-_'|r Soathey under the main
title of * Sir Thomns More,” it avoids vee of the main
title, and ventures only to deseribe itself as “Oallognies
on Soeicty, by Robert Sonthey.”

They are of grest interest, for they presant to us the
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form and character of the conservative reaction in a
mind thal wes in youlh impaticut for reform. In
Soutley, as in Wordsworth, the reaction followed on
eyperience of failure in the way taken by the revoln.
tionists of Franea, with whora aims for the regenere-
tiom of Burope they had been in woarmest aeeord
Neither Wordaworth nor Sonthey ever lowersd the
ideal of & higher life for man on earth. Southey re-
tains it in these Collogquies, although ke balanees his
gwn hope with the gnestionings of the ghost, and if he
tloes Inok for a crowning ruee, regards it, with Tennyson,

03
Y oy aff divine evenk

To which the whole Crention moves.”

Tha eonviclion beought i men like Wordaworth
© and Sonthey by the failnee of the French Revolotion
{o atfain its aim io lhe sudden elevation of society
was not of vanity in the aim, bnt of vanity in any
]H'}PB of itz fmmedisfe atisioment 'hjr main foree,
Sonthey makes More say to himself npon this guestion
(page 37), ¥ I admit that such an improved eoudition
of society as yom eontemplate is possible, and that it
onght always to be Lept in view; bul the error of
suppoding it too near, of faneying that there iz a short
road toil, is, of all the errors of these times, the moat
pernieions, heeanse it amdnees the yonng and generous,
and Betrays them impereeplibly inte an allianee with
whatover is flagitions and deteatable™ | All strong
raaction of mind tends towards exeess in the opposite
direetion. Bouthey's detestation of the excesses of
vile men that bronght shame npon a revolutionary
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movement to which some of the purest hopes of earnest
vouth had given jmpulse, drove lhim, as it drove
Wordsworth, into dread of everything that songht
with passiopate energy immediate chango of ovil into
good. Bul in his own way no man ever sirove maore
patiently than Sonthey to make evil good; and in his
own home and his own life he gave good reason to
one to whom he was as a father, and who knew his
daily thoughts and decds, to speak of bim as “upon
the whole the best man I have ever known,”

Iu the doys when this book was wrillen, Bouthey
lived at Greta Hall, by Keswick, and had gathered a
large libeary about him. He was Poel Lanrests.  Tle
had a pemsion from the Civil Tdst, worth lesa than
£200 o year, and be was living at pesee upon = little
income enlarged by his yearly varnings as a wriler.
In 1818 his whole private fortnue was £2400 in cousols,
In 1821 he had sdded to thet some savings, and gove
all to a ruined friend whoe had becn good to him in
forwer years. Yot in those days be refused an offer of
L2000 a year to come to London and wrile for the
Tiges, o was happiest in his home by Skiddaw,
with hiz booka abont him and his wife about him.

Ten years after the publishing of these Colloguies,
Southey's wife, who had been, as Southey zaid, * for
forty vears the life of his life,” had to be placed in a
Innatio n.ﬂ]rlum. Bhe retorned to bim to die, and then
Lis gentleness became still gentler as his own mind
fuiled. Hedied tn 1843. Three years before his death
Lis friemd Wordsworih visited him at Keswiel, and
was not recognised. But when Southey was told who
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it was, *then,” Wordsworth wrote, “ his eyes fashed
for a moment with their former brighiness, bot he
sank into the state in which I had found him, patting
with both his hapds his books affectionately, liks a
child.”

Sir Themas More, whose ghost eommonieates with
Hobert Bonthey, was born in 1478, and at the age of
lifty-seven was beheaded for Gdelity Lo consciencs, on
the &th of July, 1535 Tle was, like Sounthey, a
man of purest character, and in 1516, when his age
waa thirty-eight, there was puhlished at Louvain
his * Utlopia,” which sketehed witlily an ideal evm-
monwealth that was based on prastical and earnest
thought upon what constitules a state, and in what di-
rection to look for amendment of ills.  More also
wilhdrew from his most sdvenced post of opinion.
When he wrote © Ttopia ™ he advocated absolute free-
thei of opiuion in matiers of religion ; io affer yosrs Le
helieved i1t necessary to enforee eonformity. King
Henry VIIL, s1iff in his own opinions, had always be-
leved that; and bersuse More would not say that he
wns of one mind with him in the matter of the divorce

of K athaerine he sent him to the seaffold.
H. M.
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COLLOGIIY 1.
THE INTRODUCTION

8 Pogpe weer errfesig, £ RON pelin,
e raceontando guel ehe m' 2 aceadito,
II ver dird, né mi sard credufs.
# Orclundo Tnnamorsta,” o O 5t 53,

It was during that mclancholy Novewber when
the death of the Princess Charlotte had diffused
throughout Great Britain a more gemeral sorrow
than had ever before beem kmown in these king-
doms; I waos sitting alone at evening in my
]ihmrj'1 anid my ﬂmug}ttrg had wanderad from the
book before me to the circumstances which made
this national calamity be felt almest like a private
affiction. While I was thus |.1'|1:u;'.ing the Pnst..
woman arnved. DMy letters told me there was
nothing exaggerated in the publie sccounts of the
imprmiun which thiz sudden loss luaul |}n}-i|::c;mﬁ;
that wherever you went you found the women of
the family weeping, and that men could scarcely
speak of the event without tears ; that in all the



