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PREFACE

T ofy fueds dpofuer dwl vorodrars wal rTowdros dnypraly ol
Nadraror: wal vl wposdfaopew de Tir dpevipasr dovins:

PROKLOS ém Purms, ed. Cousin vi. 30,

THE following essay is neither a systematic account
of Plato’s metaphysics, nor an adequate exposition
of Plato's ethics. Its scope is a narrower one. It
aims at clearing up the connection between the two.
And, if the attempt has led me to reinterpret the
metaphysical scheme that underlay the ethics of
matured Platonism, my purpose throughout has been
to show how intimately—and indeed vitally—the
latter was connected with the former. Thus far at
least [ find myself in accordance with the general
tendency of modern Platonic criticism. For the sup-
posed independence, not to say antagonism, of the
several parts of Plato's philosophy, which still mars
the work of certain exponents, is nowadays falling
into disrepute. We are beginning to look askance on
all constructions involving the philosopher in incon-
gruous positions. And this is due partly, [ think, to
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a growing appreciation of the artistic side of his
thought, partly to special efforts that have been made
to determine from theoretical content or linguistic
style the true order of the Platonic writ'ingsf The
former movement postulates that here, if anywhere, a
speculative system must mean a harmonious whole;
the latter has shown that sundry seeming inconsis-
tencies are but tide-marks of a progressive develop-
ment. But, whatever be the precise causes which
have of recent times tended to discredit the patch-
work Platonism of the past, it will fairly be demanded
of any fresh endeavour to articulate the [dealist
doctrine that it represent that doctrine as an organic
unity,

This being admitted, the only safe course is to
regard the Flatonic philosophy from the standpoint of
some Bpos Gpirdels péyas for which Plato is himself
responsible. Now of all such §poc that which is most
constantly affirmed and most jealously puarded is
the reality of the Ideal world. The late Dir. Maguire
has somewhere said that “the objectivity of the Idea
is the corner-stone of Platonism." 1 should prefer to
substitute the term “reality” as a translation of obela,
because the cardinal dogma of the Timaens asserts
that the nature of ofola is to be at once Talror and

-
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Bdrepor, fe. not only objective but also subjective,
And here it may conduce to clearness il, by way of
preamble, 1 sketch the main drift of my essay, in-
dicating in the bricfest possible manner how this
theory of objective and subjective olele furnished a
satisfactory foundation for the superstructure of
morality.
Plato conceived the universe to be a vomrir fioy
containing within itsell a series of vogré {e. Every
" such fibow, whether supreme or subordinate,—if it is
to make good -its claim to real being—must (he says)
pass from the GM@MLMW into the
subjective phase of self-differgntiation. The former
state consists in the intuitional ecxercise of pure
thought ; the latter comprises the emotive presenta-
tions of knowledge, opinion, sensation. But the
passage from the one to the other is a necessary
feature of each and every wenrév LBor. As regards
nomenclature, —the supreme hov in its higher con-
dition is the sovercign Mind ; in its lower condition
it is the feol fedir. The subordinate oz in thetr
. higher condition are the Ideas; in their lower con-
dition they are particular specimens of the natural
kinds. And since the higher mentality must be
deemed superhuman, Plato calls the sovereipn Mind



