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PREFACE.

THEsE Lectures were none of them written originally,
with any ides of their being printed ; but I was requesi-
ed, at the time of their delivery, to allow them to appear
in the newspapers of the day ; and it has since been aug-
gested to me, thet it might ba aseful to publish them in
& more permanent form. A great portion of the matter
is mere compilation from the works of other authors;
and on looking over them to prepare them for the press,
I have reason to believe that there are occasionally snch
extracts, of which I have lost the references. T trust,
however, that they may serve the purpose for which
they were, in a great measure, intended, viz.,, to assist
in formiog a taste for Literature, and Science, and Art,
amongst the people of Canada.  As 'vet we have scarcely
any -Literatore of our own; but the great progress which
Canada is making, and the growth of her Scientific and
Literary Inatitations, lead us to expect, that the day is
not far distant, when from the Frems of Canade there shall
issug forth original works doing honor to her nsme, and
worthy of compearison with those of other aad older
couniries. And, in prospect of such & time, this little
sttempt of mine may, perhaps, have contributed, in &
small measure, to bave prepared the minda of a few
additional readers to welcome the native Literntnre of
Canada with grateful satisfaction.

Szm Horss,
Monireal, June 3, 1858,






LECTURE I.

INTRODUCTORY LECTURE,

DELJVEBEP IN THE MECHANIOS' HALL,

Wik

YHE CHURCH #F EXGLAND ASSOCIATI®X FoR YeUNG MEN OF NONTREAL

0¥ MONDAY EVENING, FEB, 15, 1857,

BrrorE we enter upon thees partioular cbjects which have been
arranged for the Lectarcs to be delivered oo the Mondays of
the following weeks for this Association, in commection with
which I am to addresa you thin evening, it may be meoful st
- this the commencement, to entar gopeewhst. into 8 dissertation upon
the nature and intent of suck Associstions in peneral, and the
principles upon which this has been formed, the members of whish,
I, 5a Patron, now address. :

The Associstion is called the * Church of England Young
Men's Assodiation.” This, like macy other societies and azsooia-
sions for benevolent or religions purpoass, of which we are every
day hearing, is an institution of very recent date; and while many
people are 100 eadly interesied in any such matters by the very
attraction of their novelty, others are too apt to objest to any
new projests, especiaily religions associntions on this very ground
of their nevelty;—wherens no valil argument, either for or
aguingt them, oan bo rased on this eeore; but their merits or
demarite must bo argued oa different principles. The first com-
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