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PREFACE.

TaE materisls for the following pages are taken from four volomes
in the series of Additional Manuscripts in the British Museum
numbered respectively 15,800, 22,999, 23,000, and 23,004. The
three lnst volumea formed a part of the valueble manuscript library
of Mr. Dawson Turner, dispersed by suction after his death in
1859. The original letters of Dr. Pococke, describing the parti-
culer travels now printed for the firet time, are not known to exist ;
the above manusoript volumes contsin ¢renscripts of the originals
only, evidently made with 8 view to publicaticn, as they bear
marks of careful revision by the traveller’s own hand. Many other
volumes of like transcripts, made with the same unfulfilled inten-
tion, with some original lelters, were alec transferred to the British
Museum from the Turner collection, but these relute almost entirely
to his travels over the i of Eurcpe and in the East.

Apart from his journeyings, the life of Pococke presents little to
interest the reader, and may be told in very few words. He was
born at Southampton in 1704, n son of Richard Pococke, described
as sequestrator of All Saints church, and hesdmaster of the Free
School in Southampton. Afier receiving some education in his
native town he proceeded to Corpua Christi College, Oxford, where
it in recorded that he took a degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1731;
two years later, when precentor of Liamore, the degree of LL.D.
waa conferred upon him.
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i PREFACE.

Shortly after this date, thet is, at the end of the year 1733, we
meet with the first written evidences of his passion for travelling,
in a series of original letters written to his mother and hound up in
s volume, mumbered 19,939, among the Additional Manuscripts.
These are all wddressed to “ Mrs, Elimbeth Fococke, at Newtown
[or Newton], near Newbury, Berkshire ;" the firet is dated from
Genos, on December 10, 1733 ; from there we irace him to Rome,
between January and May in the following yesr, thence to Venice,
Milan, Turin, Lyons, and back to Dover on June 30. Holyhead
he reaches on July 13, spparently with & view to resume “his not
very exacting dlerical duties in Ireland.

The following ie the last Jetter he wrote to his mother on this
Jjourney :—

Holyhasd, Jaly 13th, 1734,

I writ Lo you from Cheater on the Mh, the day we got there: the 10th
we gt out for Holyhead, stop'd at Holywell, din’d et Rithland, and lay"
st Aboregnway, 11th we din’d st Besomorris, 2 way T hed never been
before—a litle closn town: T4 Boekley's sent close to it, & fine sitna-
tion and pleasant gandens on the side of the Lill ; we eaw the house and
gardens, snd & gentlemen hed wa inic the cellar and gave na beer and
wine: there are 82 hogehende of ale on oBe zide and 32 of beer on
tother ; good stables, e, My lord and family are st his ladies grand-
mothers in Merionethshire; the lady is an heiress of the pame of
‘Williams.

Mr. Pasher was not hero; he ia a mixtore of o gentleman, a librarien,

- and steward in eome cazes, has sn exeeeding good character, is Mr.
Pacher's 3¢ son, batchslors gtanding st Lincoln when his father died, and
gince has beon wit that L8, T apprehend his submitéing to such & con-
ditjon is becanse he will not take the oathe. There's & chapel in the
house and prayers twice & day. His Ldship being an Irish peer, I think
Viscount of Cashil, is member for Besnmorriz,

‘We had with us 2 masters of ships, Germans, Hamburgers, that talkd
English, and diverted ne much with their riding, &e.

‘We go off in the Carterst packet boat about two a clock this afternon.



FREFACE.

Pooocke’s next tour abroad sppears to have been undertaken
about two years later. It was precedéd by & little jaunt, of which
he has left & desoription among hia manuscripta headed “A Journey
from Ireland to Oxford in 1736, which rune thus :—

I landed at Holyhead on tha 25th of April, 1786. The first plase we
eams to wag Bodedar, six miles whoen the pteand is passable; it is aight
miles when it ia not. The church, and two ckhers near, balong to Jesus
Gollege, and #0 does the chorch at the Hesd A mile or two om this
side Llangeveny [ passed vary near the house where Owen Tudor was
born, and a litfle forther by an almshouss for ten poor psrsons, who have
£5 a year each, if I mistake not, fve men and five women,

26th. We crossed over the river Conway ont of Carnsrvonshire, and
eame in to Denbigh, whers are remains of o strong eastle on u hill. The
chureh ia near it, and near the old choyeh is the shell of & new one, long
bailt bot not covered ; *te bat a small fown. I was told that bLetween
Denbigh and Ruthen there i8 » church on the read with fine painted
windows, found not long eince under gronnd. Wo came five miles to
BRuothen, & pretty little town on a hill; the church was collegiate, the
minister is now called warden ; it ia old within, but the side next the
town gnd one end are beantifelly cased with hewn freestone. In itie =
monument to the memory of Dr. Goodman, dean of Westminatar in
1601, who founded an bospital for 10 men sod 2 women in the church-

_yard, and also & echool : his nephew was bishop of Gloceater, both born
in this town, snd at this time there is one of the family here who is in
trade.

Ruthen stands on & little hill s the vale of Cluid, so called from the
river Cloid thet racs throngh it into the aea at Rithland. Thes vale is
about a mile broad, snd & mogt delightful part of Denbighshire, and very
full of inhabitants, the hills on each side being finely improved, Passing
through this vale into & worse country we travell'd over some dismal hills
to another fine large vale, thro' which the river Dee rons to Chester, and
travalled ton miles; on the

27th. To Wrexhsm; & widling town with one broad snd short street,
in which there i & bhandsom town heuse built on eight arches en esch
gide, with pillars of one stone of ten feet !J.igh; they are of freestons, and
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there ore two archos in the front. But the great ornament of thiz town
is the church; the tower is & moet besntifal Gothick building, with a
tarret st each corner, and sdorned with statues in niches, snd is esteemed
one of the four wonders of Wales, There ia & good pisce of the Lord's
Bupper over the eltar, and another of king David over the door. In the
chancel are buryed Hugh Bellot, first biehop of Bangor, then of Chester
in 1596, his conchant statue is on the tomb ; B Henry Power of Bersham,
made Viscount Valencia about 1642; Daniel Jonea, clerk of the parish,
with thie epiteph—

Hero liee intarr’d beneath chvese rtonos

The benrd, the fesk, and eke the bones

[ Wraxham clerk, uld Daniel Jooes.

In the chorchyard was burfed Elisha Yele in 1721. Among other
lines of his epitaph arc these three remarkable ones—
Born fn Americs, in Europs hred,
In Africe trerell’d, and in Asis wed,
Wheare he Joug lived. A London dead.

After dinner weo travellod ten miles in thia beamtiful vale to Elsmare,
going over the Dee ou 8 good bridge of two very fine arches, and entered
into England st the bounds between Flinishire and Skropehire, two miles
from Elsmsre. Wrexham ie eight miles from Chester, and I passed
protty near at an equel distanoe from Whiteohnroh, Malpas and Quewestry;
that is sbout seven miles from ecach. Five miles from Wrexham we
passed by a second wonder of Wales, which is Olton churchyard, in which
the yews all round. ere to be admirsd in rows of ten each at 10 feet
distance ; it is & vory pleasant village on g hill. The third wonder is to
the epst of Wrexham, which is Gresford belfry, in which are eight bells ;
but there being 12 bella at Wrexham-—g very fins sett with 52 tunes on
the chymes—given by 8 Watking Willisns Wynne, this is no longer s
wonder. The fourth wonder is Olangothen bridge, over the river Dea to
the sonth of Wrexhem; the arches are very high, gnd the peirs, or
pillars, that aupport 'em are hewn ount on the rock on esch eide of the
river. I omitéed one thing between Conway and Denbigh, which is the
tower of Hendon church; it stands sbont B0 feet distant from the
chirch, and is built on a rock, which is, 1 believe, ten feet higher than
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the lowest part of the east wall of the charch, Elsmear ia eo called from
& mesr or lake at the foot of the hill on which the town stauds; the
Inke is at lesst two miles round. The town is on the side of a hill finely
situated, and on the top of the hill was a castle with an entrenchment,
and now the eummit is 8 bowling green, from which thers is s delightful
prospect. The town belongs to the duke of Bridgwater, who is baron of
Elemear, and it js leased out for lives renewable: the duks has § or
£7000 praii: in this county. The fieh of the lake is leased for £6 » year
t0 & gentleman who makes presents of "em. On this leke Mr. Eynsaaton
of Outly Park has an old seat, with & fine sitosted garden on a declining
ground to the lake. Hero ave two bayliffa put in every year, s ceriain
number being nominated by the burgesses sad by the duke, out of which
two are to be approved of. The doke, by his steward, has probate of
wills and the grsmting of administrotions, The church and churchyard
sra pleasantly sitnpted over the lake, and in the ohancel the Kynaston
family are buryed, where ars some marble wmonnments with conchant
statues to their memory., This town did formerly belong to the Derby
family, and was called with the estate about it the Bavony of Elsmere;
and the ion, the Hoyal Ok, is wow selled The Barony of Elsmere,
because the Conrte Baron were held here, as sppeared by an insoription
on it, now plaistered over.

28th. 1 came to Bhrewsbury by coon. In the way I saw two more
mears or ponds, about a mile repnd ; for this country being full of small
hills, the water {albng from them, and seme springs it may be rising
between them, make these lakes, Shrewsbury is sitnated on a peninsnla
made by the winding of the Bevern. It stande on & mising ground,
between which and the river are flne meadows, pome within the walls and
some withont them. The peninecla may be three miles ronnd, and the
town walle two; there is a walk on the town walls almost sll round the
town ; the walls sre built with hewn stone, with battlenaents and torrets
also ot cortain distences. There aro pleasant walks in the meadows by
the river side, some of them planted with limea, which, together with the
fine river, make it & most dolightfull sceme. There are grest remaing of
the castle, and at one corner s high mount, from the top of which is &
most beauntifol prospect; a fine, plain couniry, at a distance bounded by
low, well-improved hills, ingomuch thet it is one of the finest views I ever



