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PREFACE.

THE idea of preparing this handbook suggested
itself to me shorily after assuming the duties of
Professor of Military Science and Tactics at St
John's Military School, Manlius, New York,

[ wan surprised to find so much interest mani-
fested in the army, and yet more surprised to find
how little was known of its real workings. The
most remarkable impressions were entertained re-
garding the character, hardships, snd privations of
the rank and file of the armny. However, this was
not new, for experience had proved to me that, as
& rule, the average American believes the army is
the receptacle of dmnkards snd loafers, and that
the riffraff of the country is to be found in its
ranks. Liitle seemed to be known ag to the man-
ner of entering the Military Academy, the nature
of the preliminary examinations, and the course
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pursued after emtrance. The fact that & commis-
gion could Bwﬁljr be obtasined from the ranke of
the army wae beyond comprehension, many not
koowing that smch a thing was possible in time
of peace.

Believing that similar ignorance on this subject

was general throughout the cowutry, 1 decided,
during my spare moments, to endeavor to lift the
veil that obscures and darkens the view of the best
fod, best clothed, best paid, and best atamlmg arm}'
in the world.
- During the years 1891 snd 1892 the character
and extent of the examinations for obtaining & com-
mission from the ranks of the army and from civil
life were considerably changed. While the exfent
snd characler of the preliminary examination for
entrance to the National Academy are the same as
heretofore, the placs and maenner of conducting it
wers changed materially in 1892

The rules governing the warions exzaminations
are taken from the official records of the War De-
partment, which are based on acts of Congress; and
these reguolations are so stated thet the reader will
ensily distinguish what is regolarly prescribed from
such original remarks and explanations ss it has
been vonsidered pertinent to make.
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I am indebted to Lient. J. M. Carson, Jr., Fifth
Cavalry, adjutant of the Military Academy, for the
very latest information regarding the requirements
for entrance and the conrse of study pursued at
that institation, 1 am grateful aleo fo 8 number of
other officers who kindly assisted me in obtaining
the valuable lists of questions propounded at the
different examinations,

Ww. P Bl:rn:nn.w,
Firat Lisutenant, Stath Infaniry,
Br. Joan's Mmurary Sopoor,
Manuus, K, Y., December 5, 1692,
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