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THE SCHOOLS,

To one of these three classes, (and their com-
pounds,) Congregationalists, Prelatists, and Pres-
byterians, the varied Christian sects belong,

Though “a Congregational society waz formed
in the house of Nicholaa Fox, in Alden Lane in
London, in 1592, yet the cldest records of this
species of church order are said to exist in Massa-
chusetts,” and *“the manner in which Congrega-
tionalism tock its rize in New-England, renders it
sufficiently divine,”~—Cang’l Year Book for 1853,

As a form of chorch government, it includes
Orthodox, Baptists, Universalists, Unitarians, and
all who have meither bishop nor preshytery to
rule their churches, .

Prelacy embraces Popery, and all other churches
which are governed by bishops, and have no
ruling elders ordained + in every church.™
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Its “ tagtmn] succession,” says the official cal-
endar of the church, “may be traced through
three distinct channels, — all emanating from Jeru-
salem, and combining in England, The first by
the apostle who carried the gospel into Britain
in the beginning of the Christian dispensation ;
the second coming through Arles in France ; the
third thromgh the ILialian church, and even a
fourth may be traced through St David's in
Wales.™

The addenda to this official calendar says, *The
Methodist Episcopal Church preserved the office,
although they could not get the outward divine
commiesion in tactual succession.” — Philosophy
af Secturiuntsm, p. 54l

Keeping these things In view, it will be scen
that Presbyterianism, a8 a form of church govern-
ment, is entirely distinet from both these orders
in their diversified divisions and combinationa.
The one places the power to rule s church in &
bishop, or his superior; the other in the votes of
the majority of a single congregation.

Presbyterianiom, depending for its very being
on having elders ordained in every church fo feed
the flock of God, enjoins, *“ et the elders that
rule well be counted worthy of double honer,
especially they who labor in the word and doc-
trine.”
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After the order of the synagogue, this form of
church government was adopted by our Saviour,
established by the Holy Ghost, and applied by the
apostles, and other ministers of Jesus Chriet, be-
fore the close of the canon of divine revelation. —
Acts ziv. 28; Tit. i. §; Acts zz. 17, 28; and
1st Peter v. 1.

Being, however, entrusted to men who are
sanctified but in parf, it has ite divisions. Of
these, the more prominent in the United States,
are the New School, Old Bchool, Older Bchool,
and Oldest Schocl. The term school is applied to
their respective combined variations of doctrine,
worship, and discipline.

The distinction of New and 0Old Schools origi-
pated in consequence of an wunscriptural waion,
formed by the Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America, with Congregationalists, in
A, D, 1801, which came to maturity in thirty-six
years, when it was discoversd that no less than
gixteen doctrinal errors were taught in the
denomination, and a majonity of their (General
Assembly, on May 234, 1837, abrogated said * Flan
of Union.”— Baird's Digest, p. T16. Conse-
quently, on May 17th, 1838, two General As-
sembles were constituted in Philadelphin, and the
New and Old Bchools became from that day distinet
religious bodies, The New Bchool, maintaining
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that, as they had never been arraigned and tried
constitutionally, they alone acted comstitutionally,
and declared themselves to be the Constitutional
Church. Their Assembly forthwith elected their
Board of Trustees, and claimed both the property
and the name of the previous General Assembly.—
Ib. p. TT2.

When to them was adjudged, by Judge Moul-
ton Rogers and a Jury in Nisz Prius, both the
name and property of the original body, — the
only appeal being then to the full bench in bank,
when a new trial was ¢ awarded,”—it was mu-
tually agreed that the preperty in the different
localities should be held by the previous ocen-
pants, and the assemblies were designated by the
prefix or suffix of Old or New School.

The name, Old Hchool,” was imposed judi-
cially by the Supreme Court of Pennaylvania, on
May 8th, 1889, and announced by Chief Justice
Gibeon, thus: “The division which, for purposes
of designation, it is convenient to call the Old
School party.” — IMg. p. 796, Consequently,
while they keep up their separate parallel orgami-
zations, neither party can legally mor honorably
assume absolutely the original desigmation of the
formerly united body.

These schools agree generally, in their disci-
pline by sessions, and in their manner of worship.
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For some years immediately previouns to A. D.
1856, they each employed as the matter of their
praise to God, beside the Imitation of the Paalms,
by the Bev, Dr. Watts, and hundreds of other un-
inepired hymns, at least one hundred and twenty
bhuman hymns, used in commen with them by
Universalists* and other Congregationalists, and
they uso these still on every Sabbath, To these,
‘in all in number about eight handred and thirty,
in that year the Old School added selections from
parts of forty-fix of the Pealms, — from the ver-
sion used by other Presbytertans for above two
hundred years, and used also by their fathers, pre-
viously to A. D, 1753, Since the organization of the
parent General Asgembly, in 1789, these had been
gradually and generally superseded in her congre-
getions and families, by Mr. Joel Barlow's revision
of « Dr. Watts' Imitations of the P'salms,”— Iig,
p. 203 ; and in 1802, it was * thought expedient
that the hymma of Dr. Watts,” and the “ hymns
selected by Dr. Dwight from varions anthors,”
should be cheerfully allowed where a sentimental
“tagte " preferred them, to the version of the
Poalms of the Kirk of Scotland, — Dig. p. 208-9,
—which had been used by all other Presbyterians
in America previously to the year 1774.

The New School, differing in doctrine so entirely

# Compare 04 Bchool bymna with thoss of Hoss Ballon, 34



