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FOREWRD.

Every great crisis in tribal o nntional life malkes
a lorcefol appenl o the bold and aperezaive spirils
found in all political bedies and ecalls forth Jeaders
from omong these to mect the new nnd changing
conditions of the hour pven at the hazard of life,
property and personal comfort.

This fact iz forcibly illwstrated in owr own
national hiztory by the lives of Washingeton. Lincoln,
Grant and many other heroic characters who estab-
lished, foatered and conserved our country.

We are not surprized, therefors, that the rapid
expanzion of the New England and Cosst Colonies
and the encronchment of the white man on the vir-
gin domain of the lower lake region and the (hio
valley in the latter part of the sighteenth century
and later called forth three graant Indian chioftains
in three suecessive penerations, vis: 'outiae, the
Oftawa, in 1762 ; Little Tortle, the Miami, In 1790
and Tecumgeh, the Shawnee, tn 1811, All these
were disgtinguizhed characiers scorcely exeelled for
bravery, military geniis nmd stateeraft by any other
American Indion chiefz from the earliest white 20d-
tlomment to the present tin.

Parvliman haz given us a vivid deseription of the
life and times of Ponting: Deake has sst forth in
elegant lnnpuage the illnatrioo= caveer of Tecumseh,
hut the student who dezived o comprehensive gl
camplete acenunt of the life of Little Tartle the great
vhief of the Miamis, haz heretofore Been doomed to
iliza ppointment.

It was thiz fact thal stirved the author of thas
hook to collect, compile and poblish in o resdabile
form all of the anthentic information about this
ereat chieftain that he coutd veasonably 2ecore, Az
a boy, zome fifty vears ago, the weiter lived neay
the site of Little Turtle’s Hrethplnce whers he baepme
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imtimately aequainted with some of the early tran-
pors ikl hunters whe had Hyed in thiz vicinity while
the Mumis were stlll thore, From these backwoods-
min e Jesrned many interesting Lalez ol the sarly
dovs which he troasured up in hiz pretentive mem-
oy amd now wlilizes in the preparation of this his-
toricil =ketch,  Thos has Been resewed feom oblivion
many intercsting and imporiant facts which are
embodied in this wark.

The cordind reception given to an article endilled
“The Bivthplace of Little Turtle”, prepavod D mv-
sell For the Dhin Archasolegical and Thstorical Ho-
ciety, and pablished in Vol, XXTIT of the warks of
that society, amd the earnest enbreaty of several
waorthy and influential frionds have also beon laeme
I responsible forr my decision to eompile and puh-
fish this voluine,

Un aceount of his previous valuable experience
in compiling, cditing and puldizhing varions. bools
aml shetehez of garly Ohio valler history T have
esoecinted with movaeld in e cditorin work of this
bk Bles Frazer B Wilsan, whe is lareehy vesponsi-
Ble for the Poem, 2tvle o sevangement of Lhe
daterial eollocted Tom moself, I8 has been hiz aim
to pre=ont the historical duata in o veadable, pleasing
aid foreenl siyle and the roader may judge to what
extent he has snceceded in this mnkter,

Il Bias Laken considerable teavel and ariginal pos
zeael to secire the historieal data embodiced in Lhis
varlie Desides the caecfol perusal of mauy works
o Indian and pieneer kistowy, The aothor leee-
with srstefully aclknowlidges his special indebbed-
ness to the follewime anthitios Doy valimalde infor-
tabion pectinining to hiz subject:

Frwe's History of Foel Wavne;

Howe's History of Ohio:

Ohin Avhaenleeical nmd  Historicanl Soeiety Re-

Jints

Abbotls iztory of (o

Awater's Hiztory of (Whing

Allen's Hiztory of Civilization :

Toilkn's History of Tndomea;



