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Leaben Leabes.

A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”
GALATIANS V. g.
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“ He that doeth thefe things fhall never «
be mvnd.“#ﬁigx XV. §.




oN
TR.&HQUILLITY OF MIND,

T

TrawquitriTy of mind, or, in the
words of the text, a mind st moved or
difquicted by the accidents of life, is un-
doubtedly one of the greateft bleflings
that we can poffefs on earth. It is here
mentioned as* the. reward of the man
whofe charate? had been defcribed in
this pfalm, as leading a virtuous life, and
difcharging his duty towards God and
his neighbour. It is indeed the ultimate
aim, to which the wifhes of the wife and
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refleCting have ever been direéted, that,
with 2 mind undifturbed by anxieties,
cares, and fears, they might pafs their
days in a pleafing ferenity. They juftly
concluded that, by enjoying themfelves
in peace, they would enjoy, to the great-
eft advantage, all the comforts of life that
came within their reach.

This happy tranquillity the multitude
conceive to be moft readily attainable by
means of wealth, or, at leaft, of an eafy
fortune; which they imagine would fet
them above all the ordinary difturbances
of life. 'That it has fome effet for this
purpofe, cannot be denied, Poverty and
{traitened circumitances are often incon-
fiftent with tranquillity. To be defti-
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tute of thofe conveniences that fuit our
rank in the world; to be burdened with
anxiety about making provifion for every
day which palles over our head; inftead
of bringing comfort to a family who look
up to us for aid, to behold ourfelves fur-
rounded with their wants and complaints,
are circumitances which cannot fail to
give much uneafinefs to every feeling
mind. To take meafures, therefore, for
attaining a competent fortune by laud-
able means, is wife and proper. Entire
negligence of our affairs, and indifference
about our worldly circumftances, is, for
the moft part, the confequence of fome
vice, or fome folly. At the fame time,
I muft obierve that the attainment of
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opulence is no certain method of attain-
ing tranquillity. Embarraffments and
vexations often attend it; and long ex-
perience has fhown that tranquillity is
far from being always found among the
rich. Nay, the higher that men rife in
the world, the greater degrees of power
and diftinétion which they acquire, they
are often the farther removed from in-
ternal peace. The world affords fo
many inftances of miferies abounding in
the higher ranks of life, that it were
needlefs to enlarge on a topic fo gene-
rally known and admitted.

Afluming it, therefore, for an un-
doubted truth, that the mere poffeflion
of the goods of fortune may be confift-



