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FIELDS AND BATTLEFIELDS

CHAPTER 1

THE TOWN

My eyes I lend Lo you, but pot my lu_ﬂrt.ﬂu Play.

TrE town of Bailleul stands upon a hill and may be
seen over your shoulder for a two days’ march, but
the town of Steenwerk lics below on the plain of
Flanders and peers above the orchards and willow
trees surrounding it.  Bailleul is a centre of gaicty .}
Bands play of a Sunday afternoon in the market-
place, Charlic Chaplin is seen every night by
crowded audiences in the Y.M.C.A. Cinema, and
the correct imcidental music is provided. There
are, or were, coneerts every evening at the Caisse
d'Epargne. All the important journals—ZLa Fie
Parisienne, The Cambridge Magazine, The Listening
Post, John Bull, The Feathered World —can be
borrowed or bought; and English beer can be found
in limited quantities. Also an English soldier once
chose a wife among the daughters of Bailleul and
married her: yet it is not of Bailleul but of
Steenwerk that I wish to write.

There was a time when Steenwerk set herself to

! Written before the German offensive of 1918, Tt i feared
thiese towns Are DOW In cuing.
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