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INTRODUCTION

THE personality of James Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd,
is one of the most likable in Scottish literature ; and
that may be said even more truly of the Hogg of his-
tory than of the Hogg of fantasy, to use Professor
Ferrier’s phrase, who is enshrined in the “ Noctes
Ambrosianz.” These are two quite distinct person-
alities, for the real Hogg was not voluble in conversation,
but could only emit an occasional quaint or poetical
flash ; he was convivial, but not a gourmand ; he was
simply an untaught shepherd, endowed with poetical
genius, the proper issue of a race of pious, unaffected,
superstitious country folk, a noble specimen in physique
and moral of the peasantry of Scotland, capable of
bezring adversity with indomitable cheerfulness, a true
singer, and unequalled in any literature, at least in the
poetic realisation of fairyland. The word Border poetry
calls up inevitably in the mind not only the ballads
collected and imitated by Scott—who, by the way,
drew from the memory’s store of, among others, Hogg's
mother—not only Lady Grisell Baillie, Jane Elliot of
Minto, and Mrs. Cockburn ; but preeminently James
Hogg, who was the first to be consciously inspired by
A
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the characteristic Border scenery of round green hills,
lonely glens, and clear rushing streams, who made
Yarrow, Ettrick and St. Mary’s Loch into poetical
symbols, and has drawn to the country innumerable
pilgrims of sentiment from Wordsworth down.

Hogg was born at the end of 1770, in a cottage
on the bank of the Ettrick, Selkirkshire ; the exact
date of his birth is uncertain, The name Hogg is
a corruption of the Scandinavian Haig, still preserved
by the ancient family of Bemersyde. His father,
Raobert, was descended from a line of Border shepherds,
and, like his son after him, saved money enough to
stock a sheep farm, only to involve himself in difficul-
ties and descend to his original rank a few years after
James's birth, when the poet’s short school life of some
six months in all came to an end,

At seven Hogg was a cowherd barely knowing how
to write, and able with pains only to read the Bible;
but doubtless well stocked with the ballads and legendary
lare of Ettrick Forest (Selkirkshire), of which his mother
was & repository, In the naive and self-complacent
& Memoirs of the Authots Life,” he retails the recol-
lections of his hard life with a wealth of detail ; how,
though it would * scarcely be believed,” he loved a rosy-
cheeked maiden at eight, served a dozen masters before
he was fifteen, and never served one without getting a
verbal recommendation to the next, “ especially for my
inoffensive behaviour” ; how he remembered “being
particularly bare of shirts™ ; how he bought a violin
when he was fourteen, and learned the Psalms of David
by heart. His youth, receptive s it must have been to
the influenceof his environment, was plainly uninfluenced
by literature in any shape save only Routh, He con-
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fesses that he read “ The Life and Adventures of Sir
William Wallace” and “The Gentle Shepherd” in
his eighteenth year without emotion or appreciation.
But the farmer of Blackhouse (father of his and Scott’s
friend, William Laidlaw), whom the poet served for
ten years from 1790, had a library, and on the hillside
the shepherd read Milton, Pope and Thomson. His
mind was stirred, and at last he began to write ; bt
not till an incentive came from a more fortunate
quarter.

A half-witted fellow met him on the hill one day,
and repeated to him the whole of * Tam o' Shanter,”
Burns had just died. Hogg had never heard of him,
and when the “ natural ” related the story of the farmer
poet and singer, the shepherd’s emulation was moved,
and so his first painful essays in composition were lyric,
Professor Veitch, himself a Border poet, has told once
for all the genesis of Hogg's verse-making :—

%[ like to picture Hogg at this period, as he herded
on the Hawkshaw Rig, up the Douglas burn—a dark
heathery slope of the Blackhouse Heights, which
divide the Blackhops Burn from the other main
feeders of the Douglas. There, on 2 summer day,
during these ten years, you would find on the hill a
ruddy-faced youth, of middle height, of finely symme-
trical and agile form, with beaming light blue eyes,
and a profusion of light brown hair that fell over his
shoulders, long, fair, and lissome as a woman's, Now
it was here in those long summer days, that extend
from morn to gloamin’, and amid similar scenes in
Ettrick and in Yarrow, that this simple, untaught, yet
impassioned shepherd lad, with his heart full of the
lore his mother and grey-baired men had taught him,



