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CHAPTER XLI
TUE RECLUSE,

Ix the Ialian Arclupelago, which may be
said 1o begin in the south at Bwly, and
to extend northwards to Corsica, there
may be found a nealy deserted island,
composed of huge granite erags, down
which deheous streams of pure water flow,
that never quite fail even in summer. Tt
18 rich m vegelation of low but pretty
erowth, for the tempestuous winds which
rush over it prevent the trees from at-
taiming any great height. This, however,
is compensated hy the healthiness of this
little island, in which one may always
enjoy fresh and sweet air. The plants
that grow out of the crevices in the
VOL. I1. B
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roeks ave chielly avomatic, and when a fire
1= made of the leaves and twigs, they send
forth a fragrance wlich perfumes the whole
vielnity.

The wandering cattle that graze over the
promontories of the iland are small in
size but very robust, So e, also, the few
mhahitants, who live nol, indead, in affluence
but in sufficient comfort upon the produce
of their illage, fishing, and shootine, while,
moreover, they are supplied with other
necegsaries feom the conttuend by the gene-
rosity or commeree of {heir friends,

The inhabitants being  seanty, police
and  government arve superfuous, and the
absence of priests i3 one of the especial
blessings of this little spoi.  There God
18 worshipped, s he should e, in purity,
ol spirit, without formalism, {ee, or mockery;
under the canopy of the blue heavens, with
the planets for lamps, the sea-winds for
music, and the green sward of the island
for altars.

The head of the principal family on
this litfle island is, like other mien, one




