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PREFACE

The eubject of this investigation is too broad and too
complex fo receive exhanstive ireatment within the
pages of one volume. Yet, I may hope, to have contrib-
uted something foward & batter Imowledge of the phil-
ogophy of life of the Old and New Testamenta. The
many problems involved in the Investigation have been
disemesed in an impartial philosophical epirit, uninflu-
emced by theological bigs,

Due eredit has been given in footnofes to all whose
researches have been helpful fo me. I welecome this
opportunity to expresa my best thanks to my honored
teacher, Prof, Paul Haupd, for the assisiance given me
in the poranit of my work. My thanks are also due to
my esteemed friend, Rabbi Clifton H. Levy, who has
kindly looked through the ghects of the entire work.

Aporr GUMIMACHER.

Balitmore, Md,, November, D02,
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INTRODUCTION

The terms Optimism and Pessimism are of eompara-
tively recent date. Opltimism became current in the
first part of the eighteenth contury to designate the doc.
trine of the German philosopher Gottfried Wilkelm von
Leibnitz (1646-1716), that this is the best possible
world.! Pessimism as¢ a designation for a system of
philosophy originated with Arthur Behopenhaver (1788-
1860}, who contends that this iz the worst of all pos-
gible worlds.® A eimilar aystem of Pessimism was later
developed by Edvard von Havimann (1848—). The
faet that every human being desivres to be happy, bot
does not find bappiness, furnighes him the basis for his

* Leibnitz endeavort to prove o the Theodicte, publlehed
o 1710, thet our world, among ell podsible worlds, 18 the
best, snd that physical and moral evil are the conaeguences
of man's limitatlon and fmperfection, while, at the same
time, evil 18 considered 88 4 meane for nltimate good. Here
Optimiem reaches 1ts philesophic culmination. Wickedness
is thus tolerated 88 a condltion, alne qua non, In a world
which but for It would not possess magnanimity and a hoet
of other virtuea. Bee mleg M. Kayserling. Moses Mandals-
sohn, Lalpzlg, 1888, p. 444,

* Behopenhauer cslis the arguments Lelbnitz advanees, to
ghow that this Is the best of all poseible worlds, sophistical.
Inetead of being the best of mil possible worlde, Schopen-
hauer contends that {t 13 the werst of all possible worlds
(8chopenhauer: Die Welt als Wille und Voratellung, Griea-
bach ed., vol. IT, p, 637).



