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THE SPIRIT OF JUDAISM.

THE JEWISIL QUESTION.

T O approach the Jewish question is

to be confronted with every great
question of the day,— social, political,
financial, humanitarian, national, and
religious.  Each phase should be treated
by an expert and specialist, for in exch
lies a deep. urgent. practical problem
which requires the wisest and most skilled
handling ; but, however discussed or dealt
witl, tltere is one point of view which
should never be lost stght of, —namely,
the point of view of humanity. Al other
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standpoints must be merged or leld in
abeyance. First and feremost, we must
be linman if we would raise our voice
on so human a theme, involving the
lives and destimes of so many unhappy
luman heings,

It is a sorry spectacle that the world
presents at the end of our emancipated
nineteenth century, — hundreds and thou-
sands of our fellow-creatures, men, women,
and mnocent children, driven from their
homes, helpless, destitute, and distracted,
flying where? whither? No one knows,
for in turn each nation threatens to shut
them out as outeasts and pariabs.

Who, then, are these alien wretches,
with speech unlike our own, with ways
and customs peculiar to themselves; and
what is their erime ? we ask. There are
those who will tell us that they are usu-
rers, eating the flesh and grinding the
faces of the poor; others will say that
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they arve traitors, plotting against their
sovereign rulers; others will eall them
enemies of the Christ; and again otliers
will Iay at their door nameless cruel
charges of ignorant fanaticism. Their
erime is legion, and yet one word sums
it up,— they are Jews. “ Hep! Hep!™
1t is an old battle-cry, old as Christendom,
but it rings to-day fresh from the nations,
Russia leads with brute violenee, sweep-
ing them from the soil; Germany fol-
lows with lofty phrases, pulpit and paper
warfare; even liberal France takes the
alarm ; and occasionally a small British
voice pipes in the chorus, * Christians,
beware! The Jew is richer, is sharper
than you. Loock to your inferest and
your purse. Royalty is at his feet, the
stock exchange belongs to him, and the
press is his organ.”

But in justice to humanity let us
hasten to add that there is another side.
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In all the countries we have named,
Russia perhaps alone excepted, all earnest
and right-minded Christians, no less than
Jews, are aghast at the sinister revela-
tions, and are doing what they ean to
stemn the current and to enter their pro-
test azainst so barbarous a renction. But
this new outhrealk of hatred and antago-
nism, after centuries of progress and en-
lightenment, is & phenomenon so startling
that it ealls for examination more search-
ing, and deeper comprehension, than it
generally receives.

Whether the tragic history of the Jews
redounds more to their glory and mar-
tyrdom than to the honour of the Chris-
tians, is not the point which will threw
any speeial light upon the subject just
now ; bhut both Jews and Christianz alike
— whoever studies with inpartiality the
annals of the past — must be struck with
the everrecurring features, the mask, of



