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INTRODUCTION

“TrLL me, Muse, of that man of ready counsel, who
wandered by many paths, after he had sacked the sacred
citadel of Troy, who saw the cities of many men and
got kmowledye of the mind of many &n one ; moreover,
he endured manifold woes in his heart, upon the sea,
in saving his life and achieving the return of his com-
pany . . . longing ever for his wife and his homeward
way.”

These words should atiract the atiention of every
one. They are the opening words of one of the
greatest of Epics; they bave reference to one whose
qualiies and acts dominated ancient thinkers and
writers, and, through that safe channe], bhave daone
much {o shape the writings of our own land. They
refer to QOovssgUs the son of Laertes, the waster
of cities, who had his dwelling in Ithaca: tha stead-
fast, goodly Odysseus, Odysseus of many counsels, the
man of craft and unconquerable hands, the man of
deadly purpose, who, when things were at their worst,
would “stll take counsel in the dupm'l‘unhurthm
all might be for the very best”

Perhaps one of the chief sources of charm in the Ziad
is to be found in the mumber of its heroes, In the
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dliad we are to consider the famous deeds of ssen, not,
as in the Odyssey, the Man of many counsels. In the
Jiiad we may pick and choose from a crowd. The very
names have g charm like music—there are the two
Ajaces and Idomeneus, Odyssens and Diomedes, Aga-
memnon and Menelans, Patroclus and Achilles, and,
over against them—Sarpedon and Hector lowering
terribly.

It iz very different mm the Odysrey. Here we have
practically one hero only, we have no choice. But what
a hero it is! We have Odysseus the wanderer, the man
of adventure, the courteous stranger, the crafty plotter
of a hundred tricks; but we must never forgst that he
is one of those glorious heroes who fought around Troy.

We may, then, have cpened the Odyssey and be peace-
fully reading on a fine summer day; reading, perbaps
of Odysseus as a guest in the court of the Pheacians,
the quiet sea-faring people whose business was to convey
strangers to their homes. Here he lets drop no hint
of his gigantic fame antil he is forced to do so. Here
he is the man broken by toil and shipwreck, who
graciously accepts the kindness so readily given to weary
travellers. Then suddenly we remember that this was
the man who, in company with Diomedes, sacked the
tents of Rhesus, the man of unconquerable hands, the
waster of cities, the spiller of Troyan blood and the
vanquisher of their town. There are few scenes in any
book more impressive than that passage which tells us
how, late in the evening, before Alomouns and his people,
this mysterious courtly stranger arose, and, under strong
compulsion, told them his glorious name--*1 am
Odysseus the son of Laertes, known unto men for all




