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SERMON I

LOYE OF REPUTATIOXN,

John v. 44, — BOW ca¥ YE DELIEVE WU KECEIVE HUXOE OSE OF
ANOTIER, AXD AERE X0T THE To¥OT WEICH I3 FROM THE LORD
ALowE f

Tue word which is here rendered * honor ' iz more
commonly rendered glory. In the twellih chapter
of John it iz rendered praise, where it is zaid of the
rolers, that they did not confess the Lord, becanse
they loved the praise of men more than the praise of
God.

The pataral man is not content with having others
think of him amd estimate him according to his true
quality or josi deserts; but he constantly seelis to be
reputect as wiszer, better, and more useful than he is.
He secks snch a kind of reputation as will best pro-
mote hiz selfish and worldly ends, and he ealls that
a good reputation. Many natural men wish to be
thought truly religions men; but they desire this
repuiation, only that it may aid them in accomplish-
ing such selfish and worldly purposes as their hearts
are devoted to. They seek to appear nighteous 1o
men, but not t¢ be internally righteous; and, if they
were placed among persons who had no regard for
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o LOYVE OF REPUTATION.

even external religion, they would have no love of
being esteemed religions,  Even when religious life
is in some degree honorable, we see that natural men
have an aversion to doing such things as would give
themn the vepntation of being righteous: they scldom
perform these things {ully, but only cnongh to meet
their own views of prudence; and thig has not re-
gard 1o what 15 approved by angels and the Lord,
but to what is highly esteemed among men.

The angels look on the interior thoughts and aflce-
tions of men, and noet on their words and actions.
The Liord looks on maw’s inmost love, and thence
on the operations of his mind and body. When
man’s iuternal prineiples are good, he has glory,
hionor, or a good reputation with the Lord and the
angels.  Man is zaid to be praised, honored, or
approved by the Lord, when he internally approves,
honors, and loves what is of the Lord. When he
receives, acknowledzes, loves, and brings farth the
Lord’s good and truth, then he honors the Liord
ail then also the Tord 1= said to give bim honor,
lor. he then does what the Lord loves to have lhim
o, and approves of his doing.

IIe who secks this honor of the Lord has re-
speet 1o Imi.ng n gﬂﬂd min, rather than to hn;-]'ng &0l
ceteemed.  1lis attention is directed, not principally
o what man looks upon, but to his internal prinei-
ples, which the Lord regards. He secks to have
rrue thoughts and good loves, and 1o have these
directed 1o what is spiritually and eternally nseful.
He is little solicitons merely to please any person on
earth, even the most intimate friend; but his object
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iz to do what will be spiritaally nzeful 1o others, or
what they onght to be pleased with, and what they
will be pleazed with when they love good and truth.
He szeeks not honor frem men, but secks 1o do them
good. And, if they honor him for his uselalness; he
refers this lonor wholly to the Lord; knowing and
conlessing, thut the will and the power 1o do the
goud were ol the Lord alone,

The text iunplics, that those who receive honor one
of another cannot believe the divine truths,  Why
this 1s so, 15 the next object of inguiry.

The divine truths teach nan o forsake all that he
hiath, that he may becoine the Lord’s dizeiple.  They
teach him that he must bave no temporal interests
that shall be the primary otives of his conduoet, bt
must seek first the Lingdow of God und lis jnstice.
Thns they tench him, that be wust have no connec-
tionz and alliances with men which will -::-]_:I;igale them
to serve him, and him to zerve them, exeept so far ws
such service will conduee to their spivitaal wellare,

As the divine troths teach these things, they
regquire a slate of mind wholly ineampatible with
secking honor cue of another, —a state in which
man will have respect to what is in itself right, and
not what man inay approve and appland,  And,
therefore, he who Iooks outward w what men will
commend, and actz for the sake of their approba-
tion and favor, cannot be in a state to receive anud
believe the truths which teach him how to live a
heavenly life.

That kind of belief in the divine truths which i=
meant in the text is a practical belief, — such u belicf



